
Hindsford CE Primary School - History Progression of Knowledge, Skills & Vocabulary 
To be a historian, I must… 

 
 
 
 

 
Key Concepts 

• be able to make historical interpretations 
• have a chronological understanding of when event happened in the past 
• have knowledge and understanding of events that happened in the past 
• be able to make historical enquiries 
• have knowledge and understanding of people from the past 
• be able to explain how changes that happened in past have impacted life today 
• be able to organise and communicate / present my learning 

 

Early Years: 
 

Area of Study  3 & 4 Years Old Reception 
ELG End Point: 
Understanding the World: 
Talk about the lives of people around them and their 
roles in society. 
Know some similaritiesand differences between things in the 
past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read inclass. 
Understand the past through settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
Characteristics of a Good Learner: 
Playing and Exploring - children investigate and experience 
things, and ‘have a go’. 
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Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 
Show curiosity about objects. 
Ask questions such as what is that object? 

Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 
Show curiosity in objects events and people. 
Ask questions to find out more about object, events and people. 
Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. 
Look at pictures from the past and talk about what they can see. 
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Last night 
Last week 
Last year 

A long time ago 
Past 
Present 
Future 



Area of Study  Year 1 Year 1 Year 1 Year 2 Year 2 Year 2 
KS1 pupils should be taught (NC): 
Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national 
life. 
Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally [for 
example, the Great Fire of London, 

the 
first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or 
anniversaries]. 
The lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements. Some should be used 
to compare aspects of life in different 
periods [for example, Elizabeth I and 
Queen Victoria, Christopher 
Columbus and Neil Armstrong, 
William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, 
Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, 
*Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, 
*Mary Seacole and/or Florence 
Nightingale and Edith Cavell] 
*Rosa Parks & Mary Seacole are 
taught during Black History Month in 
PSHE & Worship sessions. 
Significant historical events, people 
and places in their own locality. 
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Toys in the Past Unit: 
I know that toys today 
are electronic, have 
moveable parts, come 
safety tested and are 
mostly made in 
factories and from 
plastic. 
I know that toys 70 
years ago were made 
mainly from metal, 
china or wood, were 
mostly hand-made, 
not electric & often 
not safety tested. 
I know that the 
changes in toys 
overtime is due to 
developments in 
society – technology, 
internet access, home 
game systems & 
mechanics etc. 

Seaside Holidays in the Past: 
I know that at the seaside 
today I can swim, eat ice- 
cream, listen to music, sun 
bathe, play in the arcades, 
build sandcastles, fly a kite, 
read my kindle, play on my i- 
pad & go on fairground rides. 
This seaside holiday could be 
in a different country. 
I know that 80 - 100 years 
ago, going to the seaside 
would have been very 
different – Punch & Judy, 
penny arcades, jellied eels, 
helter-skelter slide and walks 
along the promenade. 
Seaside holidays would have 
only been in the UK. 
I know that the way we dress 
now for the seaside would 
be very different to how 
people would have dress 
then. 
I know that Punch & Judy 
provided fun entertainment 
for children at the seaside 
whereas today it is very 
different - virtual reality 
machines. 

The Gunpowder Plot Unit: 
I know that Guy Fawkes 
attempted to blow up the 
Houses of Parliament on 5th 

November 1605. 
I know that this happened 
approximately 416 years ago 
(I was born 6 years ago, my 
teacher was born 40 years 
ago, my grandparent was 
born 60 years ago). 
I know that Guy Fawkes was 
a Catholic but King James I 
was a Protestant and this is 
why Guy Fawkes joined a 
group to try and blow him 
up. 
I know what happened the 
night of the attempt and 
how Guy Fawkes was 
arrested. 
I know that this event in the 
past is the reason why we 
have Bonfire night today. 

The Great Fire of London 
Unit: 
I know that the Great Fire 
of London happened 
approximately 352 years 
ago on 2nd September 
1666. 
I know that the Great Fire 
of London started in a 
baker’s shop on Pudding 
Lane because the oven 
was not extinguished 
properly. 
I know that at least 
350acres of London was 
burnt. 
I know that the fire 
engines at the time of the 
Great Fire of London had 
little equipment and no 
engine. 
I know that if the fire 
engines had been as 
advanced as they are 
today, the outcome of the 
Great Fire of London may 
have been different. 
I know that Samuel Pepys 
wrote a diary about the 
Great Fire of London. 

Florence Nightingale Unit: 
I know that Florence 
Nightingale was a nurse 
during the Crimean War 
(Turkey) and that she 
improved the hospital 
(Scutari) for the soldiers 
during this time. 
I know that she did this by 
improving the 
hygiene/cleanliness, the 
organisation, storage and 
use of resources and quality 
of care offered. This made a 
difference to not just the 
hospital but also to the 
medical care offered in 
Britain today. 
I know that at the time 
Florence worked (1853), this 
was unusual for women. 

I know that if we had the 
advanced technology (x- 
rays/scans/monitors) and 
medication (anti-biotics) 
then they number of deaths 
during the Crimean War 
would have been less. 

Titanic Unit: 
I know that Titanic is a ship that sank on 
14th September April 1912. 
I know that there were different classes 
on board the ship and that a first-class 
passenger was treated better than a 
third-class passenger, including the 
food they ate, cabin accommodation, 
space and service. This made a 
difference with regard to what order 
people got off the vessel. 
I know that Titanic sank because it hit 
an ice-burg when travelling from 
Southampton to New York. 
I know that there were some faults of 
the ship design – life boats and faults of 
the crew which influenced the number 
of deaths that night. 
I know the evet that happened leading 
up and during the ship sinking. 
I know that there were some crew 
members and passengers that were 
from Wigan/Manchester on board the 
ship that night – John Thomas Noon, 
Joseph Hyman & Geoffrey Howard 
Barnis and that these are remembered 
in the community. 

KS1 pupils should (NC): 
Develop an awareness of the past, 
using common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time. 
Know where the people and events 
they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities 
and differences between ways of life 
in different periods (Chronological 
Understanding) 
Ask and answer questions about the 
past (Historical Enquiry). 
Use parts of stories and other sources 
to show that they know and 
understand key features of events. 
Understand some of the ways in 
which we find out about the past and 
identify different ways in which it is 
represented Historical 
Interpretation). 
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I can place on an AD 
timeline when by 
grandparents were 
born. 
I can explain that I was 
born 6 years ago, my 
teacher 40 years ago, 
my grandparents 70 
years ago and show 
this distance on time 
on a timeline. 
I can ask someone 
from 70 years ago 
about the toys they 
played with. 
I look at a primary 
source / photograph 
and learn about toys 
in 1950. 

I can mark on an AD timeline 
100 years ago when seaside 
holidays were very different. 
I can explain that 100 years 
ago was before my 
grandparents were born. 
I can ask a historian about 
what a seaside holiday was 
like 100 years ago. 
I can look at a primary 
source – photograph and 
explain what it was like to be 
at the seaside 100 years ago 
by saying what I see. 

I can place on an AD timeline 
when the Gun Powder Plot 
happened. 
I can show that the Gun 
Powder Plot happened a 
long time ago. 
I can ask questions to find 
out more information about 
guy Fawkes and ask them to 
an historical actor. 
I can order the events that 
happened before and during 
Guy Fawkes being arrested 
by using a non-fiction text. 
I can look at a secondary 
source (drawing) and infer 
what a fire 
engine was like at the time 
of the Great Fire of London. 

I can place on an AD 
timeline when the Great 
Fire of London happened. 
I can show that the Great 
Fire of London happened 
after the Gun Powder Plot 
(61 years after). 
I can order the events that 
happened before and 
during the Great Fire of 
London being arrested by 
reading Samuel Pepys 
Diary (Primary Source) and 
using a non-fiction text. 

I can place on an AD timeline 
when the Crimean War 
started. 
I can show on a timeline that 
the Crimean War happened 
much later that the Gun 
Powder Plot, which 
happened first, and The 
Great fire of London, which 
happened second. 
I can explain what the living 
conditions were like before 
and after Florence 
Nightingale arrived by 
looking at secondary sources 
– drawings. 
I can explain that Florence 
used a lamp by looking at a 
primary source – an artefact. 

I can mark on a timeline when the 
Titanic sunk. 
I can show on a timeline that the Titanic 
sinking was more recent than other 
events that I have learnt about in KS1. 
I can write questions to establish the 
difference in experience on the Titanic 
depending on which class the passenger 
was in. 
I can order the events that happened 
before and during the sinking of the 
Titanic being by watching a non-fiction 
documentary. 
I can abstract facts about Titanic by 
using a primary source – newspaper 
article written at the time of the event. 



KS1 pupils should (NC): 
Use a wide vocabulary of everyday 
historical terms (Historical Terms). 
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Past 
Present 
Now 
Then 
Toys 
Wood 
Metal 
China 
Modern Society 
Electronics 
Technology 
Plastic 
Safety Tested 
Moveable 
Non-Moveable 
Man-made 
Factory made 

Past 
Present 
Now 
Then 
Seaside Holiday 
Promenade 
Punch and Judy 
Penny Arcade 
Jellied Eels 
Cockles 
Swimwear 
Costume 
Covered 
Helter Skelter 
Swimming 
Sandcastle 
Fairground 

Gunpowder 
Plot 
London 
Catholic 
Protestant 
Puritan 
Houses of Parliament 
Explosives 
Guard 
Prison 
Conspirators 
King James I 
Cellar 
Dynamite 

London 
Bakery 
River Thames 
Diary 
Extract 
Fire 
Smoke 
Flames 
Rubble 
Ruins 
Fire Brigade 
Thomas Farynor 
Samuel Pepys 

Florence Nightingale 
Lady of the Lamp 
Solider 
Injured 
Red Cross 
Crimean War 
Turkey 
Nurse 
Horrific 
Conditions 
Unhygienic 
Hygienic 
Wound 
Infection 
Improvements 
Medication 
Anti-biotics 
X-rays 

Captain Edward. J Smith 
Passenger 
Unsinkable 
Lifeboat 
Voyage 
Capacity 
First Class 
Second Class 
Third Class 
Survivor 
Disaster 
Collison 
Wreckage 
Navigate 
Ocean 
Luxury 
Crew 
Southampton 
New York 
Atlantic 



Area of Study  Year 3 Year 4 Y5 Year 6 Year 6 
KS2 pupils should be taught (NC): 
A local historical study. 

A study of an aspect of theme in British history 
that extends pupils chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066. 
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Kings & Queens Unit: 
I know who was the 
king or queen when 
different events 
happened that I learnt 
about in KS1 - King 
James I (Gunpowder 
Plot), King Charles II 
(the Great Fire of 
London), Queen 
Victoria (Crimean 
War), King George V 
(Titanic) and Queen 
Elizabeth II (When I 
was born). 
I know that the word 
reign means to rule 
and that the word 
monarch means to 
have a ruler/head of 
state. 
I know that Queen 
Victoria ruled from 
1837 to 1901 and I 
know that at this time 
it was unusual for 
women to work once 
married. 
I know that Queen 
Elizabeth reigned from 
1952 to present. 

Cotton Mill Unit: 
I know that a cotton mill is a building that houses 
spinning or weaving machinery for the production of 
yarn or cloth from cotton. 
I know that early mills were built in rural areas at 
fast-flowing rivers and streams using water wheels 
for power or they were powered by animals. 
The first water-powered mill opened in Greater 
Manchester in 1764. 
I know that Industrial Revolution Period was from 
1760 – 1840. 
I know that the development of viable steam engines 
(Boulton and Watt from 1781) led to the growth of 
larger, steam-powered mills allowing them to move 
to more urban areas, like Manchester and Salford. In 
this area there were more than 50 mills by 1802. 
I know that the conditions of working in a cotton mill 
were hot, humid and deafening. There was lots of 
thick cotton dust. I know that the wages were poor 
and the people worked long hours. I know that 
children also worked in the cotton mills and were 
equally subjected to poor working conditions. 
I know that the government had to act with regard 
to the working conditions and that this changed this 
the future. 
I know that there were many cotton mills in my local 
area and I can name some of these. 
I know that Leigh Spinners Mill was a mill built in the 
early 20th century. This was after working conditions 
had improved although still difficult to work in. 

--- Crime & Punishment Unit: 
I know that 1485 to 1603 = Tudor Period 
and 1603 – 1714 = Stuart Period 
I know that Henry VII ruled from 1485 to 
1509 (Tudor Period). 
I know that James I ruled from 1603 to 1625 
(Stuart Period). 
I can compare the differences in persecution 
from the Tudor period to the Stuart period 
and how crime is sanctioned now. 
I know that one main causes of crime in the 
16th and 17th century was religion. For 
example: The reason for the occurrence of 
the Gun Powder Plot (as learnt in Year 1) 
I know how conspirators went to jury and 
were sent to trial. 
I know some of the torture methods that 
occurred during the Stuart Period - the 
manacles, the rack & the scavenger’s 
daughter. 

Wigan Collieries Unit: 
I know that a coal miner is someone who 
works a mine. 
I know that coal mining is the process of 
extracting coal from the ground. 
I know that coal mining began to develop 
extensively in the late 18th century with 
rapid expansion throughout the 19th century 
and peaked in the early 20th century. 
1760 – 1840 = Industrial Revolution Period 
1837 – 1901= Victorian Period 
I know that the conditions of working in a 
mine were difficult and that there were 
many dangers such as the risk of the ground 
collapsing, being crushed or being caught in 
n explosion. 
I know that children worked down the 
mines and had different jobs – trappers & 
drawers. 
I know that the law Queen Victoria passed 
in 1842 helped to make working conditions 
better. 
I know that there were many collieries 
within the area where I live and that at one 
of these mines had the third worst mining 
disaster – Pretoria. 
I know that Astley Green Colliery was a mine 
that operated close to school and one of the 
major coal produce in the area. 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources (Historical 
Interpretation). 
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I can look at 
photographs (primary 
source) and infer what 
life was like under the 
reign of Queen 
Victoria. 
I can plot on an AD 
timeline when 
different Kings & 
Queens ruled. 
I can talk about the 
differences between 
the time that Queen 
Victoria ruled and 
Queen Elizabeth. 

I can look at a photograph (primary source) and infer 
what job the people in the photograph are doing. 
I can plot the Industrial Revolution Period and an AD 
timeline. I can add when the first water powered mill 
was opened. 
I can abstract information from a primary source – 
Recount of what it was like to work in a cotton mill. 
I can construct a list of questions to ask when visiting 
Leigh Spinners Mill to learn more information about 
this mill and how it operated. 

I can talk about the difference that the 
improvements made in working conditions has had 
on society now. 
I can present my findings and share my learning by 
presenting this to the class. 

--- I can plot the Tudor and Stuart Periods on 
and an AD timeline and compare where 
these periods of time are positioned in 
comparison to the Industrial Revolution 
Period. 
I can look at a letter (primary source) to 
Lord Montegale and discuss how his actions 
impacted what happened and changed 
History. 
I can look at photographs of artefacts 
(primary sources) and infer how these were 
used for torture purposes. 
I can talk about how punishment to crime is 
different today than it was during the Stuart 
Period. 
I can present my findings and share my 
learning by presenting this to the class, 
identifying the relevant historical 
information. 

I can look at objects (primary sources) and 
infer what job these were used – carbide 
lamp, davey lamp, iron pick-axe & shovel 
etc. 

Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study (Chronological Understanding). 

 I can plot the Industrial Revolution Period 
and Victorian Period on an AD timeline. 
I can discuss where these periods lie in 
comparison to the Tudor & Stuart Period. 

Note connections, contrasts and trends over time 
(Changes). 

 I can abstract information from a primary 
source - Gareth Evans’s Dairy extract 

Regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance 
(Historical Enquiry). 

 I can construct a list of questions to ask 
when visiting the Astley Green Colliery to 
learn more information about this mine and 
how it operated. 

Construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant 
historical information (Organisation & 
Communication). 

 I can talk about the difference that the 
improvements made in working condition 
has had on society now. 



KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
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King 
Queen 
King James I 
King Charles II 
Queen Victoria 
King George V 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Monarch 
Reign 
Angel House 

Cotton Mill 
18th Century, 19th Century, 20th Century 
Yarn 
Cloth 
Cotton 
Machinery 
Spinning 
Industrial Revolution Era 
Water Wheels 
Water Powered 
Steam Engine 
Humid 
Deafening 
Dusty 
Workings Conditions 
Slavery 
Wages 
Government Acts 
Industry 
Declined 
Grade II Listed Building 
Preservation 
Heritage 
Region 

--- Crime 
Punishment 
16th Century, 17th Century 
Medieval Period 
Stuart Period 
Religion 
Catholic 
Protenant 
James I 
Henry VIII 
Persecution 
Plot 
Punishment 
Sanctioned 
Torture 
Trail 
Conspirators 
The Rack 
The Scavenger’s Daughter 
Manacles 
Execution 

Coal Mining 
18th Century, 19th Century, 20th Century 
Industrial Revolution Era 
Victorian Period 
Collieries 
Davey Lamp 
Carbide Lamp 
Acetylene Gas Lamp 
Helmet 
Pick Axe 
Shovel 
Coal Cart 
Conditions 



Area of Study  Year 3 Year 4 Year 4 Year 5 Y6 
KS2 pupils should be taught (NC): 
Changes that occurred in Britain from 
the Stone Age to the Iron Age. 

The Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain. 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons 
and Scots. 

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle 
for the Kingdom of England to the 
time of Edward the Confessor. 
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Stone Age, Bronze Age & Iron Age: 
I know that the word prehistory 
means before history was recorded 
by writing. 
I know that we learn about prehistory 
by looking at what people have left 
behind such as objects, changes to 
the ground and tools and weapons 
etc. 
I know that an archaeologist is a 
person who studies human history 
and prehistory. 
I know that the Stone Age was from 
3,400,00BC, the Bronze Age was from 
3,350BC to 1,200BC and the Iron Age 
was from 1,200BC to 0. 
I know how people during the Stone 
Age survived – fire = cooking, 
defence, hunting = food/clothes – 
animal skin, shelter – caves, tipis etc. 
I know that in 4,500BC people 
discovered farming and that this 
significantly impacted how people 
lived – sustainable food source, 
domesticated animals, settlements, 
communities. 
I know that once communities 
formed, monuments were built for 
people to meet, hold services and to 
bury people. I know that Stonehenge 
was one of these monuments. 
I know where Stonehenge was built 
and how it was built. 
I know some key differences / 
improvements between the Stone 
Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age and 
how this impacted the quality of 
living. 

Roman Unit: 
I know that before the Romans 
invaded, the Iron Age Celts 
(Britons) were living in Britain. 
I know that the Romans were 
established in the wider world 
before invading Britain and that 
their first attempt (44BC) failed. 
I know that even on the second 
attempt (43AD), the Romans only 
settled in England. Hadrian’s wall 
was built (122AD). 
I know the difference between 
the Celts lived compared to the 
Romans. 
I know that the Roman army was 
powerful and the reasons why 
they were powerful – armour, 
weapons, advanced battle 
tactics, immunes & discipline. 
I know that the Romans changed 
Britain in many different ways – 
built brick and stone buildings 
with central heating, sewage 
systems, paved straight roads to 
connect towns, brought animals 
like rabbits, built temples which 
the planets are named after, 
believed in just one God and 
introduced Christianity, 
introduced written language – 
Latin, taught us how to measure 
distances - miles, feet & inches, 
introduce us to Roman numerals, 
Roman coins – trading with 
money. 
I know that when the Romans 
left Britain the land fell into 
chaos with native tribes and 
foreign invaders battling for 
power. 

Anglo Saxons Unit: 
I know that between the time the 
Romans left (407AD – 410AD) 
and when the Anglo- Saxons 
came, Britain was very different. 
It had been in the Dark Ages. 
I know that the Jutes, Angles and 
Saxons came from Denmark, 
Germany & Netherlands. 
I know that in Ipswich (Suffolk), 
an archaeologist Basil Brown in 
1938 found the remains of an 
Anglo-Saxon ship with a burial 
chamber. 
I know that once invading, the 
Saxons began to settle and built 
villages, which the chief lived in 
the centre of. 
I know that in this village, there 
was a meeting place, fields for 
growing crops, livestock, it was 
positioned by water, had 
different buildings – weaving / 
blacksmiths / pottery etc. 
I know that the Anglo-Saxons 
were initially Pagans but 
converted to Christianity and 
that Monk Augustine influenced 
this by working with King 
Ethelbert who was the King of 
Kent at this time. 
I know that there were 7 
different kingdoms - 
Northumberland, Mercia, East 
Anglia, Essex, Kent, Sussex & 
Wessex. 

The Vikings Unit: 
I know that when the Vikings came to Britain, there were 7 
different kingdoms - Northumberland, Mercia, East Anglia, 
Essex, Kent, Sussex & Wessex. These Kingdoms were often 
battling to become the most successful. 
I know that the Vikings travelled from Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden (Scandinavia) and came on boats referred to as long 
boats and that the Vikings came to Britain to gain riches and 
farmland. 
I know that the Vikings first raid was at a monastery called 
Lindisfarne (Holy Island) and that this was in 739AD. 
I know that they took treasures and killed the monks who lived 
there. They also burnt down the monastery. 
I know that the Vikings did not understand why the monks did 
not defend. They were not Christians. The Anglo-Saxons were 
horrified about this attack. 
I know that after Lindisfarne, there were many more attacks 
from the Vikings and that they began to colonise Britain, the 
first being the islands off Scotland. 
I know that in 865AD, the Danish ‘Grand Army’ marched into 
England and conquered two of the kingdoms – Northumberland 
& East Anglia. 
I know that the kings of the 7 kingdoms tried to unite but were 
unable to defeat the Vikings. 
I know that in 871AD, there were many battles for the Wessex 
Kingdom. The king at this time was Ethelred but he died due to 
being ill so his brother 
I know that King Alfred suffered a humiliating defeat in Wessex. 
Alfred tried to buy peace instead of fighting. He paid the Vikings 
‘Danegeld’. The Vikings focused on Mercia. This however failed 
and in 878AD, the Vikings attacked Wessex but this time King 
Alfred was successful. 
I know that the Viking’s King, Guthrum, agreed to be baptised 
as a Christian and that a peace treaty was signed – The Treaty of 
Wedmore. 
I know that from 793AD to 886, the number of kingdoms went 
from 7 to 3 – English Mercia, Wessex and Danelaw (Vikings) and 
that King Alfred became King over all the lands, except 
Danelaw. 

--- 



KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Understand how our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from a range 
of sources (Historical Interpretation). 
Develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives within 
and across the periods they study 
(Chronological Understanding). 
Note connections, contrasts and 
trends over time (Changes). 
Regularly address and sometimes 
devise historically valid questions 
about change, cause, similarity and 
difference, and significance (Historical 
Enquiry). 
Construct informed responses that 
involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical 
information (Organisation & 
Communication). 
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I can look at drawings (secondary 
sources) and infer what life was like 
during the Stone, Bronze and Iron 
Age. 
I can plot the Stone, Bronze and Iron 
Age periods of time and an BC 
timeline. 
I can talk about the differences / 
advancements in living between the 
three periods of time. 
I can ask questions about Stonehenge 
to find out more about why and how 
it was built. 

I can look at drawings (secondary 
sources) and objects from the 
time (primary resources) and 
infer how the Romans lived 
during this time. 
I can plot the Roman period of 
time and an AD timeline. 
I can talk about the impact that 
the Roman’s made on England 
and how this has impacted 
society today. 
I can summaries my learning and 
present this to the class. 

I can read information about the 
remains of Sutton Hoo to find out 
more information. 
I can look at photographs of the 
actual remains of Sutton Hoo. 
I can plot the Anglo-Saxon period 
of time on an AD timeline. 
I can explain how the Anglo- 
Saxons changed England – 
Kingdoms. 
I can explain how religion 
changed during this time. 
I can ask questions about 
Stonehenge to find out more 
about why and how it was built. 

I can look at chronicles written at the time of the event (primary 
sources) to establish how the Anglo-Saxons felt about the attack 
on Lindisfarne. 
I can plot the Vikings period of time on an AD timeline. 
I can identify why Alfred was referred to as great and how his 
work impacted changes in Britain. 
I can produce a fact file to share with the class and explain in 
chronological order what happened to the kingdoms during the 
Viking period of time. 

 

KS2 pupils should (NC): Develop 
the appropriate use of historical 
terms. 
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Stone Age, Bronze Age & Iron Age 
Pre-history 
Archaeologist 
Remains 
Paleolithic, Mesolithic & Neolithic 
Weapons 
Hunter-Gather 
Mammoths 
Cave 
Tipi 
Farming 
Settlement 
Civilisation 
Herds 
Cattle 
Domestic 
Stonehenge 
Monument 
Prehistoric 
Sarsens 
Bluestones 
Oxen 
Beaker People 
Copper, Tin & Bronze 
Flint 
Armor 
Weaving 
Tribe 

Romans 
Celts 
Invade 
Settle 
Conquer 
Battle 
Emperor Julius Caesar 
Retreat 
Emperor Claudius 
Tent 
Century 
A Centurion 
Cohort 
Legion 
Auxiliary – A solider that was 
recruited from a non-Roman 
tribe – (A help to the army) 
Desertion 
Mutiny 
Discipline 
Decimation 
Immunes - People with specialist 
skills 
The Praetorian Guard 
Fetial 
The Testudo 
Hadrian’s Wall 

Anglo-Saxons 
Dark Ages 
Invade 
Settle 
Jutes 
Anglos 
Saxons 
Archeologist 
Sutton Hoo 
King Redwald 
Remains 
Anglo-Saxon Ship 
Burial Chamber 
Village 
Chief 
Weaving 
Livestock 
Blacksmith 
Crops 
Pagan 
Christianity 
Convert 
Monk Augustine 
King Ethelbert 
Kingdoms 

Vikings 
Anglo-Saxons 
Kingdoms 
Invade 
Settle 
Attack 
Long Boats 
Colonise 
Treasures 
Raid 
Monks 
Monastery 
Lindisfarne 
Grand Army 
Conquered 
Unite 
Attack 
Defend 
Defeat 
Bribe 
Danegeld 
Alfred the Great 
Peace Treaty of Wedmore. 
King Guthrum 

 



Area of Study  Year 3 Y4 Year 5 Year 5 Y6 
KS2 pupils should be taught (NC): 
The achievement of the earliest civilization – an overview 
of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a 
depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer, The 
Indus Valley, Ancient Egypt, The Shang Dynasty of Ancient 
China. 
Non-European society that provides contrasts with British 
history – one study chosen from early Islamic civilization, 
including a study of Baghdad AD900, Mayan civilization 
AD900, Benin AD 900 – 1,300. 

K 
e 
y 
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Ancient Egypt Unit: 
I know that the word civilisation means 
settlement and community and that 
this is linked to sustainability and 
development. 
I know that before civilization happened 
in Egypt there were many droughts 
across Africa and therefore people 
travelled north to Egypt where the river 
Nile was. 
I know that at first there two kingdoms 
in Egypt formed – Upper Egypt in Nile 
Valley and Lower Egypt in Nile Delta but 
these eventually formed one kingdom 
ruled by King Menes. 
I know that the rulers in Egypt were 
called Pharaohs and they were 
considered to be half man, half god. 
I know that the job of a pharaoh was to 
lead the government, the army, 
manage taxes and judge criminals. 
I know that two other famous Pharaohs 
are King Akhenaten & Tutankhamun 
I know that temples were built for gods 
in Egypt such as Ra, Amun, Anubis, Bst, 
Geb, Hathor, Sekmet, Horus, Hekey, 
Tefnut, Thoth & Sobek. 
I know that life was different depending 
on their family for example only the 
children of priests, scribes and royalties 
would go to school to learn to read and 
write. Also, richer people ate meat, 
eggs, figs and grapes and poorer people 
ate bread and onions 

--- The Mayans Unit: 
I know that the Mayan civilization 
was discovered in Mesoamerica. 
I know that it wasn’t until later that 
the Mayan civilization was fully 
explored by Europeans and 
Americans. 
I know that the Mayan society was 
organised into city states and that 
each state has a king. 
I know that the king had nobles to 
help him control and run the estate 
and this was known as an absolute 
monarchy. 
I know that one of the last kings was 
Tecun Uman. 
I know that the Mayans would trade 
with each other but also go to war 
with each other to gain wealth, 
power and glory for their city state. 
I know what Mayans wrote on walls, 
pottery, stelae (stone pillars) and 
made books from bark known as 
codices. 
I know that the Mayans were Pagans 
and against God. 

Ancient Greece Unit: 
I know that Ancient Greece was a unified country, which means it 
had no central government. 
I know that Ancient Greece was spilt into states called ‘Polis’ and 
each Polis had its own government and laws. 
I know that two of the most powerful states were Athens and 
Sparta and that there were similarities (such as they spoke the 
same language and had the same belief) and differences (such as 
the local god, jobs, economy, government, women, slaves & 
education) 
I know that Athens is referred to as being democratic because 
they choose culture over war and that there were two types of 
democracy in Athens at this time: The Assembly & The Council. I 
know however that it can debated whether this was really 
democracy as there were restrictions on who could be in or who 
had a say, for example women, children, metics and slaves were 
not allowed to have a say in either The Assembly or the Council. 
I know that once a year there would be an Ostracism and it was in 
this meeting that the fate of people guilty of law-breaking would 
be discussed. 
I know that the Greeks had both armies and natives and that 
battles were fierce, especially when fighting for fertile land. 
I know that a hoplite is an infantry (specialist) solider and that 
these fought in a strategic manner – formation Phalanx. This was 
different than the hoplites in Sparta. 
I know that three weapons used during battle was catapult, 
crossbow and battering ram and that triremes were Greek ships 
also used in battle. 
I know that the Greeks had many Gods with the most important 
Gods being those that loved on Mount Olympus. 
I know that the Greeks introduced the first Olympic Games. 
I know that the Greeks introduced and developed many things 
which have impacted life today such as the Olympic Games, 
Philosophy, Mathematics, Astronomy, Democracy and Medicine. 

--- 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements 
and their influence on the western world. 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed 
from a range of sources (Historical Interpretation). 
Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives within and across the periods 
they study (Chronological Understanding). 
Note connections, contrasts and trends over time 
(Changes). 
Regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid 
questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, 
and significance (Historical Enquiry). 
Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful 
selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information (Organisation & Communication). 

K 
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I can look at drawings and watch 
videos (secondary sources) and 
photographs of primary sources and 
infer what life was like during Ancient 
Egypt 
I can plot the Egyptian Period on a BC 
timeline and explain what was 
happening in Britain at this time. 
I can talk about how the Egyptians 
settled and created a community / 
civilization and compare this to the 
settlement during Iron Age. 
I can ask questions about Stonehenge 
to find out more about the role of a 
Pharaoh. 

 I can look at photographs of remains 
and ruins found in Mesoamerica and 
infer what buildings these ruins were. 
I can plot the Mayan Period on a BC 
timeline and explain what was 
happening in Britain and the Wider 
World at this time. 
I can talk about the civilization of the 
Mayans and compare it to other 
communities such as the Egyptians, 
Iron Age Ancient Greece etc. 
I can ask questions about the 
different states to find out more 
about how these were run and the 
different roles within them. 

I can watch a documentary (secondary sources) and view 
photographs and artefacts from the time and infer what life was 
like during Ancient Greece. 
I can plot the Ancient Greece Period on a BC timeline and explain 
what was happening in Britain and the Wider World at this time. 
I can talk about how the Greeks established communities and 
make comparisons between Sparta and Athens. 
I can question the impact that the Greeks had on society today 
and the significance of some of these factors. 
I can question whether there truly was democracy in Athens at 
this time or whether it was just that they had this. 
I can present my learning by presenting key facts about Ancient 
Greece and identifying the impact that they had on society today. 

 



KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
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Ancient Egypt 
Civilisation 
Settlement 
Sustainability 
Drought 
Hieroglyphics 
Drought 
River Nile 
Kingdoms 
Upper Egypt in Nile Valley 
Lower Egypt in Nile Delta 
Pyramids 
Temple 
Gods 
Pharaoh 
King Akhenaten 
Tutankhamun 
King Menes 

 The Mayans 
Civilisation 
Ruins / Remains 
Mesoamerica 
City States 
Nobles 
Monarchy 
Tecun Uman 
Wealth 
Power 
Hierarchy 
Stelae 
Trade 
War 
Codices 
King 
Pagan 
Gods 

Ancient Greece 
Unified 
States – Polis 
Athens 
Sparta 
The Assembly 
The Council 
Hoplite Solider 
Democracy 
Culture 
Economy 
Government 
Decree 
Legislation 
Phalanx 
Pnyx 
Ostracism 
Gods 
Olympic Games 
Triremes 

 

 


