
Hindsford CE Primary School - Modern Foreign Languages (French) Progression in Skills & Vocabulary  

To be bilingual, I must… 
• Learn about the country (culture, traditions, way of life) of the language that I am learning 
• Listen carefully to the language being spoken  
• Practise the pronunciation of my words, phrase and sentences at every opportunity  
• Don’t be afraid to ‘have a go’ and engage in a conversation in the different language 

Key Concepts 
Area of Study  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Greetings  
 
Family 
 
Leisure 
 
Food & Drink (Restaurant, Café, 
Supermarket & Ice-Cream Parlour) 
 
Position & Direction 
 
Description  
 
Daily Routines  
 
Buildings  
 

K 
e 
y 
 

K 
n 
o 
w 
l 
e 
d 
g 
e 

 

I know the words to use to greet a person, 
ask their name and ask how they are 
feeling.  
 

I know the words to use to respond to a 
greeting and say how I am feeling.  
 

I know how to ask what is your name and 
respond by saying, my name is… 
 

I know how to ask how old you are and 
respond by saying, I am… old.  
 

I know how to say when my birthday is. 
 

I know the names of numbers in French 
up to 30. 
 

I know the names of the months of the 
year. 
 

I know the days of the week. 
 

I know the names for members of my 
immediate family.   
 

I know the names of different sports. 
 

I know the names of different parts of my 
body. 
 

I know the names of different colours. 
 
 
 
 

I know the words to use to ask a person where 
they live and I know how to say where I live.  
 

I know the names for different pets in my family. 
 

I know the names of some popular foods - 
different fruits/chips/chocolate/sweets/pastries. 
 

I know the names of different places to visit – 
zoo, park, swimming pool etc. 
 

I know the names of different animals that I will 
find at a farm when I go to visit it.  
 

I know the words of some key ingredients when 
cooking.  
 

I know some words that will help me follow a 
recipe – whisk, stir etc.  
 

I know the words to ask directions.  
I know the words to use to ask for directions and 
I know the words to use to give directions.  
 

I know the words to describe where an object is 
– above, below, next to etc. 
 

I know the words to describe someone’s 
appearance – hair length, colour of eyes etc.  
 

I know the words for some daily activities that I 
do in the house – getting up, having a shower, I 
go to bed etc.  
 

I know the words for different buildings – house, 
apartment etc.  
 

I know the names of different rooms in a house.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I know the names for different members 
of my extended family – cousin, auntie, 
uncle. 
 

I know the words for different drinks that 
I can order when at a café or restaurant 
and know how to order a drink.  
 

I know words for different flavours of ice-
cream and how to ask for ask for ice-
cream.  
 

I know words for different fruits and how 
to ask for ask this when at the market or 
in a shop.   
 

I know the names of different amounts   - 
kilogram, tray of, bag of and how to ask 
for this amount when buying food at the 
market or in a shop.   
 

I know the words to request a table, 
menu and the bill in a restaurant.  
 

I know the names for different courses on 
a menu.  
 

I know the names of some activities / 
hobbies that you would do at the 
weekend. 
 

I know the words to describe objects at a 
birthday party and activities that you 
would do at a party. 

 

I know the words to describe a person’s 
likes and dislikes personality – i.e. they 
like to sing. 
 

I know the words for some chores that I 
do in the house – make the bed, hoover 
etc.  
 

 

I know the names of things that you 
would find and do at the beach. 
 

I know the names of things that you 
would find and do at a theme park. 
 

I know the names of things that you 
would eat and do when attending a 
sleepover.  
 

I know the names of lots of activities / 
hobbies that you would do at the 
weekend or tomorrow. 
 

I know the words to describe different 
holiday types – seaside, city, county etc. 
 

I know the names of different animals 
that I will find at a zoo when I go to visit 
it.  
 

I know the names of different 
countries.  
 

I know words which are opposites and 
that can be used for description.  
 

I know the words to describe a person 
is feeling.  
 

I know the names of different holiday 
accommodations.  
 

 



 
Area of Study  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Listen attentively to spoken language to 
show understanding by joining in and 
responding. 
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I understand some simple words and 
phrases. 
I can understand some simple instructions 
and follow them. 
I can repeat simple words and phrases. 
I can write, short simple responses to 
spoken language using familiar words. 

I can pick out familiar words and phrases from 
spoken sentences. 
I can write responses to spoken language using 
short phrases and simple sentences. 

 

I understand the main points including 
simple opinions, from a short spoken 
passage that contains some unfamiliar 
language. 

I understand the main points and 
some of the details from a short 
spoken passage, including more 
complex phrases and sentences. 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Explore the patterns and sounds of 
language through songs, rhymes and 
link the spelling, sound and meaning of 
words. 

I can identify phonemes which are the same 
as, or different from, English phonemes. 
I can identify sounds in songs and rhymes 
i.e. By clapping when hearing a given sound. 
I can join in with simple songs and rhymes. 
I can read and pronounce familiar written 
words accurately using knowledge of French 
phonics. 
I can read and pronounce the most common 
letters and letter strings in French. 

I can use knowledge of French phonics to help 
spell familiar words. 

I can read and pronounce unfamiliar 
written words using knowledge of French 
phonics. 

--- 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Engage in conversations; ask and 
answer questions; express opinions and 
respond to those of others; seek 
clarification and help. 

I can recognise a question. 
I can understand simple questions and 
respond to them. 
I can recognise negatives. 
I can answer questions to give basic 
information. 
I can ask and answer simple questions. 
I can request help with understanding. 

I can ask for simple opinions and give own. 
I can express opinions using simple sentences. 

I can join in with short continuous 
conversation, including giving simple 
opinions  
I can express opinions using complex 
sentences. 

I can join in with longer continuous 
conversation, including longer 
sentences and more complex 
reasoning. 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Speak in sentences, using familiar 
vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structure. 

I can repeat some simple sentences from 
memory. 

I can say several sentences from memory. I can adapt familiar sentences by changing 
words. 

I can use familiar words and 
sentences to construct new 
sentences. 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Develop accurate pronunciation and 
intonation so that others understand.  

I can say simple words and phrases from 
memory with accurate pronunciation so that 
others can understand. 
I can read familiar words and phrases aloud 
with accurate pronunciation so that others 
can understand. 

I can say full sentences from memory with 
accurate pronunciation so that others can 
understand. 

 

I can use a range of spoken language 
confidently using accurate pronunciation 
and intonation. 

 

I can read unfamiliar words and 
phrases aloud with accurate 
pronunciation so that others can 
understand. 
 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Present ideas and information orally to 
a range of audiences. 

I can prepare and recite a few familiar 
sentences to an audience. 
 

I can prepare and present a set of simple 
instructions to a group for them to follow. 

I can prepare a short talk on a familiar 
subject and present it clearly and 
confidently. 

I can develop a simple sketch or 
role play and perform it to an 
audience. 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Read carefully and show understanding 
of words, phrases and simple writing. 

I can give a spoken response to a simple 
written question. 
I can recognise and understand some 
individual written words and match them to 
pictures. 
I can understand familiar written phrases 
and simple sentences and respond to them. 
I can give a written response to a simple 
written question. 

I can follow and understand a familiar written 
text, reading and listening at the same time 

I understand the main points from a short 
written text which contains some 
unfamiliar language. 

I understand the main points and 
some of the detail from a short 
written text which contains some 
unfamiliar language. 

 



 
KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Appreciate stories, songs, poems and 
rhymes in the language. 
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I can respond appropriately to songs and 
rhymes. 
I can read a simple rhyme or poem in 
chorus. 

I can recognise familiar words and phrases in a 
spoken story or poem. 
I can recite a simple finger rhyme or song from 
memory. 
I can read a simple rhyme, song or story aloud. 
I can show understanding by writing sentences 
or phrases which summarise some of the 
content of stories, songs and poems. 

I understand the main points from a 
spoken story or poem which contains 
some unfamiliar language. 
 

I can sing familiar songs clearly and 
confidently with accurate pronunciation. 
I can read aloud a short story containing 
familiar language clearly and with 
expression. 

I understand the main points and 
some of the detail from a spoken 
story or poem which contains some 
unfamiliar language. 
I appreciate why certain words 
have been used in written stories, 
songs or poems e.g. to create a 
rhythm. 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Broaden vocabulary and develop 
ability to understand new words that 
are introduced, including use of a 
dictionary. 

--- I can use a bilingual dictionary to look up the 
meaning in English of unfamiliar words in French 
I can use a bilingual dictionary to find the French 
translation of English words. 

--- --- 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Write phrases from memory, and 
adapt these to create new sentences, 
to express ideas clearly. 

I can write some familiar words from 
memory. 

I can write some phrases and simple sentences 
from memory. 
 

I can complete a written sentence by adding 
letters, words and phrases. 

I can write several sentences from 
memory. 
 

I can adapt familiar written sentences by 
changing a few words. 

I can use familiar words and 
sentence structures to write new 
sentences. 
 

I can write a short passage from 
memory, including longer or more 
complex sentences. 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Describe people, places, things and 
actions orally and in writing. 

I can introduce self, giving name and age 
using short, simple sentences. 
 

I can use some numbers, colours and 
simple describing words in spoken 
sentences. 

I can say a few sentences to describe where they 
live. 
 

I can say a few sentences about hobbies. 
 

I can say short descriptions of other people. 
 

I can write simple sentences about self, including 
name and age, from memory. 
 

I can write simple sentences to describe where 
they live, from memory. 
 

I can write simple sentences about hobbies, 
from memory. 
 

I can write simple sentences about other people, 
from memory. 

I can describe what other people do or 
like doing. 
 

Prepare a short talk about a person, place 
or thing. 
 

I can write several sentences from 
memory to describe what other people 
do, or like doing. 
 

I can write several sentences from 
memory to describe a place, person or 
thing. 

I can construct a short text to 
describe a place, person or thing 
using more complex sentences. 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Understand feminine and masculine 
forms. 

I can pronounce ‘le’/ ‘la’ and ‘un’/ ‘une’ 
clearly and accurately. 
 

I can write some singular nouns with the 
correct article. 

I can identify the gender of a noun from its 
article in spoken French and written French. 
 

I can use the correct article most of the time to 
match the gender of the noun when speaking 
and writing. 
 

I can identify the difference between ‘le’/ 
‘la’ and ‘un’/ ‘une’ in spoken French and 
when reading. 
 

I can recognise and understand the 
difference between ‘mon’ / ‘ma’ / ‘mes’. 
I can use ‘le’/ ‘la’ and ‘un’/ ‘une’ 
appropriately when speaking. 
 

I can recognise the meaning of ‘mon’ / 
‘ma’ / ‘mes’ when reading. 
 

I can use the correct article to match the 
gender of the noun when writing. 

I can use French articles confidently 
and accurately in speaking and 
writing. 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Understand singular and plural forms. 

I can recognise whether nouns are 
singular or plural based on the article ‘le’, 
‘la’, ‘les’, ‘l’’ when listening and reading. 

I can use either ‘les’ or ‘des’ with plural nouns 
when speaking. 

I can recognise from reading that some 
nouns have irregular plurals. 

I can write some regular French 
nouns in the singular and plural 
form. 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Understand adjectives. 

I can recognise some basic French 
adjectives. 

I can describe things using simple adjectives. I can recognise that adjectives’ endings 
often change to match the noun they are 
describing. 

I can write the correct forms of 
some simple adjectives with a 
noun, using an example sentence. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Understand word order and patterns 
in language. 
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--- I can recognise that the structure of some French 
sentences differs from English. 
 

I can use simple sentences where the structure or 
word order differs from English e.g. negatives and 
reflexives. 
 

I can recognise common sentence and word order 
patterns in French when reading. 

I can use learning about the structure of 
French sentences to build new ones 
orally using the same model. 
 

In writing, I can use some simple 
sentence structures that differ from 
English. 

I can use known rules about building 
sentences in French to create and 
write new sentences using different 
vocabulary. 

KS2 pupils should (NC): 
Understand pronouns and the 
conjugation of high-frequency verbs. 

I can talk about themselves using some 
common verbs in the first-person singular 
form. 

I can recognise who is being talked about in a 
sentence from the pronoun. 
 

I can recognise subject pronouns such as ‘je’, ‘tu’, 
‘il’, ‘elle’. 
 

I can recognise first, second and third person 
singular forms of some common verbs in the 
present tense. 
 

I can use a model to write sentences in the first 
person. 
 

I can write the correct form of some common 
verbs in the first person present tense eg ‘Je suis’. 

I can use the third person singular form 
of the present tense to describe what 
others are doing. 
 

I can use the second person singular of 
the present tense to ask questions. 
 

I can write the correct form of some 
common verbs in the third person 
singular. 
 

I understand the basic meanings of ‘on’ 
in French. 
 

I can recognise the use of ‘vous’ and 
‘tu’ and how they differ according to 
context. 
 

I can talk about what they will do in 
the future using future tense. 
 

I can talk about what they have done 
in the past using past tense. 
 

I can recognise the ‘vous’, ‘ils’, ‘elles’ 
form of some common verbs in the 
present tense. 
 

I can recognise that some verbs are 
irregular. 
 

I can identify the future tense in 
reading. 
 

I can recognise the past tense of 
some common verbs in reading 
 

I can write the correct forms of some 
irregular verbs in the first and third 
person singular. 
 

I can, with help, write simple 
sentence using the past and future 
tense. 

 



 

 

 

 

Area of Study  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Bonjour, au revoir, comment ça va? très 
bien, bien, comme ci, comme ça & mal 
 

Comment t’appelles-tu? Jem’appelle, 
Monsieur, Madame & Mademoiselle 
 

Zéro, un, deux, trois, quatre, cinq, six, 
sept, huit, neuf & dix, onze, douze 
treize, quatorze, quinze, seize, dix-sept, 
dix-huit, dix-neuf & vingt, vingt et un, 
vingt-deux, vingt-trois, vingt-quatre, 
vingt-cinq, vingt-six, vingt-sept, vingt-
huit, vingt-neuf & trente 
 

Quel âge as-tu? J’ai… ans 
 

ma/mon - maman, papa, sœur, frère, 
tante, unclue, grand-mère, grand-père 
 

Rouge, bleu, blanc, noir, vert, jaune, 
orange, rose, gris, violet, marron   

Lundi, mardi, mercredi, jeudi, vendredi, 
samedi, dimanche 
 

J’aime / Je n'aime pas 
 

Musique, tennis, aliments, sport, en 
chantant 
 

Tête, un nez, des dents, des cheveux, 
des yeux, une bouche, des oreilles, le 
pied, la jambe, le ventre, la main, le 
bras 
 

Janvier, février, mars, avril, mai, juin, 
juillet, août, septembre, octobre, 
novembre, décembre 
 

C'est quand votre anniversaire? 
 

ma/mon anniversaire est… 

 
 
 
 

Le chat, le chien, le canard, la vache, le mouton, le 
poulet, le coq & le cochon 
 

avez-vous des animaux domestiques? 
 

Oui or Non 
 

lapine(f)/ lapin(m), chienne (f)/ chien(m), chatte(f)/ 
chat(m), poisson rouge & cochon d'inde  
 

Ton …… est comment? 
 

Où est le? 
 

Là bas, sur la droite, sur la gauche, À l'arrière, devant, 
au dessus, au dessous de derrière & devant de 
 

Les oranges, les poires, les prunes, les fraises, les 
pommes, les tomates, les bananes, Les chips, le coca, 
les sucettes, le chocolat & les bonbons 
	

J’aime manger… 
 

Qu'est-ce que tu manges? 
 

Je voudrais du 
 

Lait, farine, beurre, du sucre, pain & oeufs 
melanger, tremper, metre & saupoudrer 
 

Où habites tu? 
 

maison, veelage, ferme, chaumiere, ville & apartamint  
	

La salle à manger, le salon, la cuisine, la salle de bain, la 
chambre  
 

Je me leve, jeme douche, je prends un gouter & je me 
couche  
 

Maison, ecurie, park, zoo, la piscine, magasins, poste 
de police & hôpital 
 

Tournez a gauche, Tournez a droite, continuez tout 
droit, prenezz la   

Il a les cheveux noirs, Il a les cheveux brun, Il a les 
cheveux blond & Il a les cheveux noirs 
 

Frisée (f)/ frisé(m), longue(f)/ long(m), court(m)/ 
courte (f)  
 

Des taches de rousseur, oreilles percées & lunettes  
	

Qu’est-ce que vous desirez? 
 

Je voudrais…  
 

Sil vus plait 
Un café, un the, un chocolat chaud, 
un jus d’orange, une lemonade, un 
coca & une eau minerale 
 

Fraise, chocolat, framboise & vanilla, 
boules de glace  
Un kilo, un sac, un demi-kilo, 
grammes & un barquette  
Champignons, tomates, fraises & 
pommes de terre  
J’ai besoin d’un 
table, carte,  
je voudrais commander… 
boisson, entrée, plat principal & le 
gateau 
Quels sont vos hobbies? 
J’adore… 
J’deteste… 
La lecture, sport, le cyclisme, la 
natation & la musique  
Les batterie, le piano, la violon, la 
guitar, la flute, la trompette & la 
clarinette 
Que faites-vous le week-end? 
Je fais 
Du trampoline, téléphone a mes amis 
& je joue aux jeux video 
Je, Il & Elle 
dansante / dasant, chante, ris, court, 
beaucoup 
 

ma/mon/mes – mère, papa, sœur, 
frère, tante, unclue, grand-mère, 
grand-père, grands-parents 
Ma belle-mère, mon cousin, ma 
cousine, ma tante & mon oncle 
 

Ce sont mon/ C’est mon / C’est ma 
 

J’ai fait mon lit, J’ai passè l’aspirateur, 
Je mis la table, J’ai lavè la voiture, J’ai 
balayè & J’ai rempli le lave-vaisselle 
 

Je n’ai pas 
 

Qu’est-ce que tu as fait avec ta 
famille le weekend dernier?  
 

J’ai passè du temps avec mon 
 

J’ai visitè  
 

Je suis allè a 
 

Une carte d’anniversaire, un cadeau, 
un ballon, un chapeau d’anniversaire 
& un gateau d’anniversaire 
 

Qu’vas-tu en vacances? 
 

France, Espange, aux Etats-Uni Grece, 
Italie, Etats-Unis, Chine, Allemagne & 
Angleterre 
 

Je vais… 
 

Qu’est-ce que fais pendant les 
vacances? 
 

Ville, plage, campagne, voyageren 
camping-car 
 

Une tente, un camping-van, une 
caravane & un hotel 
 

Que lest ton animal?   

un ours, un perroquet, un rhinoceros, 
un èlèphant, un pingouin & un singe  
un crabe, une mouette, un dauphin, 
une glace & un bateau 
 

un manège, un pèdolo, un tour & 
montagnes russes  
 

Qu’est-ce que tu voudrais faire?  
 

Je voudrais faire… 
 

une soirèe pyjama, du camping, les 
magasins, du bowling, une promenade, 
un tour a vèlo, aller a la patinoire, aller 
a la piscine & aller au centre loisirs 
 

Karaokè, regarder de films, vernir les 
ongles & manger de bonbons 
 

Je voudrais aller un cinema 
 

Je suis fatiguè & Je suis occupe  
 

Je vais… 
 

Courir, dormer, chanter, ecouter, 
manger, jouer, jouer au foot, lire un 
lvre, aller a la piscine& jouer a 
l’ordinateur 
 

Que faites vous demain? 
 

Demain, je suis 
 

Jolie/joli or laide / laid, haute / haut or 
courte / court, jeune or vieille / vieux, 
petite or grosse / gros 
 

Heureuse / heureux, triste, pas bien or 
excitèe/excitè  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


