
Geography Progression in Knowledge & Skills   
 

To be a geographer, I must…  
 

• Have good knowledge of location – (Where countries are located on a world map, capital cities, distant between countries and where famous    
              human and physical landmarks are located) 
• Have good knowledge of place – (human and physical geography – i.e. urban, rural, costal - seasons, population, way of life, buildings,  
              community etc)  
• Understand what human and physical features are – (mountains, rivers, seas, oceans, volcanoes, rainforests, deserts etc.  
• Carry out fieldwork  
• Be able to read and follow maps.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Area of Study   3 & 4 Years Old Reception 
ELG End Point: 
Understanding the World: 
People, Culture & Communities:  
• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge 

from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps. 

• Explain some similarities and differences between life in 
this country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when 
appropriate) maps. 

 
The Natural World:  
• Know some similarities and differences between the 

natural world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class. 

• Understand some important processes and changes in 
the natural world around them, including the seasons. 
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Understanding the World:  
• Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 
• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural 

environment and all living things. 
• Know that there are different countries in the world and talk 

about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos. 
 
Mathematics: 
• Understand position through words alone. For example, ‘the bag is under 

the table,’– with no pointing. 
• Describe a familiar route.  
• Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 

Understanding the World:  
• Draw information from a simple map. 
• Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and 
       life in other countries. 
• Explore the natural world around them. 
• Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they 
       live. 

Key Concepts 



Area of Study - Locational Knowledge  
 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

End Points for KS1 (NC): 
• Name and locate the world’s 

seven continents and five 
oceans. 

• Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of 
the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas. 

End Points for KS2 (NC): 
• Locate the world’s countries, 

using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
and North and South America 
and the capital city and identify 
environmental regions of the 
world’s countries (i.e. climate, 
temperature, environmental 
conditions & land forms). 

• Identify both key physical 
features and human 
characteristics.  

• Name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and understand how 
some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 

• Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and 
night). 
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Investigating the UK 
Unit:  
I know the names of the 
four countries that 
make up the UK and the 
capital cities of these 
countries.  
 
 
 
 
  

Investigating Our 
World Unit:  
I know the names of 
the 7 continents and 
5 oceans.  

Looking at Europe Unit:  
I know the names of several countries in Europe 
and the capital city of each of these countries and 
identify what the temperature is like in these 
countries.   
 

I know that countries have physical features and 
that this is what you can see around you that has 
been made naturally: seas mountains and rivers.  
 

I know that countries have human features and 
that this is what they are you can see around you 
that has been man-made: bridges, roads & houses. 
 

I know the names of some famous human features 
(landmarks) within Europe -The Eiffel Tower, The 
London Eye, The Lourve Museum, The Coliseum, 
The Acropolis, The Tower of Pisa, Zaanse Schans 
etc.  
 

I know the names of famous human features 
(landmarks) within Europe – The Alps, 
Mediterranean Sea, the northern European Plain 
and the Scandinavian Peninsulas. 
 

I know that the closer to the equator, the warmer 
the temperature of the European country will be.  
 

Looking at the World Unit:  
I know the names of several countries beyond 
Europe and the capital city of each of these 
countries and identify what the temperature is like 
in these countries.   
 

I know the names of some famous human features 
(landmarks) beyond Europe – Sydney Opera 
House, Taj Mahal, The Great Wall of China, The 
Empire State Building, Golden Gate Bridge, 
Neuschwanstein Castle etc.  
 

I know the names of some famous human features 
(landmarks) beyond Europe – The Grand Canyon, 
Appaclachian Mountains, Mojave Desert & Death 
Valley, Missipi River & Rocky Mountains etc.  
 

Investigating Our Town (UK Part 1):  
I know what a county, borough and town is.  
 

I know that Atherton (where I live) is in the town 
of Wigan, which is located in the borough of 
Greater Manchester.  

Rainforests Unit:  
I know that 
rainforests are 
located mainly 
between the 
latitudes of The 
Tropic of Cancer and 
the Tropic of 
Capricorn and I 
understand that this 
is due its location to 
the equator.   
 
 

Climate & Biomes 
Unit:  
I Know that the 
location of a 
country defines its 
climate and biome.  
 

I know that there 
are different climate 
zones and I can 
name these - 
Tropical, Dry, 
Temperate, 
Continental and 
Polar). 
 

Food for Thought 
Unit:  
I know that food 
comes from 
different countries 
across the world. 
 

I know that 
different food will 
be processed in 
different countries 
because of its 
location to the 
equator.  
 
 

Longitude & Latitude 
Unit:  
I know what the words 
longitude and latitude 
mean and I know 
where these are 
positioned on a world 
map.  
 

I know that Greenwich 
is in London and that 
this is the main point 
of reference for the 
lines of longitude. I 
know that the equator 
is the main reference 
point for the lines of 
latitude.   
 

I know different 
human and physical 
features that can be 
found in North and 
South America.  
 

Investigating the UK 
Part 2:  
I know the name s of 
different counties, 
boroughs across the 
UK, in particular the 
counties surrounding 
Greater Manchester.  
 

I know the names of 
different urban, rural 
and costal locations 
around the UK.  
 

Lake District Unit: 
I know that the lake 
district has many 
physical features such 
as rivers and 
mountains. 
 

I know the definition 
of a river and 
mountain and have 
knowledge of how 
these are formed.  
 
 
 

World Trade Unit:  
I know that trade happens 
around the world and can 
name some key countries 
that the UK trades with.  
 

London Unit:  
I know where London is 
located on a map of the 
UK and which borough 
and county it is located in.  
 

I know different human 
and physical features that 
you can find in London.  
 

I know that London has 
changed overtime and 
that this is mainly due to 
human intervention.  
 
 

Extreme Earth Unit:  
I know the names of some 
volcanoes and which 
continent and country 
they are located in.  
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Investigating the UK 
Unit:  
I can locate the four 
countries on a map of 
the UK and identify 
where the capital cities 
are located in each of 
these countries.  

Investigating Our 
World Unit:  
I can locate and 
label the 7 
continents and 5 
oceans on a world 
map.  

Looking at Europe Unit:  
I can locate several countries in Europe and 
identify where the capital city is in each of these 
countries.   
 

I can draw the equator on a map of the world.  
 

I can talk about the temperature in different 
European countries depending how close it I to the 
equator.  
 

I can locate the famous physical and human 
features around Europe on a world map.  
 

Looking at the Wider World Unit:  
I can locate several countries beyond Europe and 
identify where the capital city is in each of these 
countries.   
 

I can identify the climate of different counties by 
looking at charts, graphs and a climate zone map.  
 
 

I can locate the famous physical and human 
features beyond Europe on a world map.  
 

Investigating Our Town (UK Part 1):  
I can locate different boroughs and counties on a 
map of the UK.  
 

I can locate the position of Wigan on a map of the 
UK and say what borough and county it is in.  
 

I can use a compass to reference the location of 
Wigan on a map of the UK.  
 

I can use an ordinance survey map to navigate 
around the town centre of Wigan.  
 

I can use a compass to reference the location of 
different human and physical features in Wigan 
town centre.  
 
 
 
 
 

Rainforests Unit:  
I can locate 
countries on a world 
map that have and 
area of rainforest.  
 

I can draw the 
Tropic of Cancer and 
Tropic of Capricorn 
on a world map.  
 

Climate & Biomes 
Unit:  
I can locate 
countries on a world 
map in different 
climate zones 
(Tropical, Dry, 
Temperate, 
Continental and 
Polar).  
 

I can draw the Arctic 
Circle and 
Antarctica Circle on 
a world map.  
 

Food for Thought 
Unit:  
I can locate 
countries on a world 
map where 
different foods 
come from.  
 
 

Longitude & Latitude 
Unit:  
I can draw the 
different lines of 
latitude on a map of 
the world.  
 

I can draw the Median 
Greenwich longitude 
line on a world map.  
 

I can locate North and 
South America and 
within these counties 
label where you find 
some human and 
physical features.  
 

Investigating the UK 
Part 2:  
I can different 
counties, boroughs 
across the UK, in 
particular the counties 
surrounding Greater 
Manchester.  
 

I can name different 
urban, rural and costal 
locations around the 
UK.  
 

Lake District Unit: 
I can locate the Lake 
District on a map of 
the UK.  
 

I can locate different 
physical features such 
as rivers and 
mountains. 
 

I can identify rivers 
and mountains in the 
lake district on a map.  
 

World Trade Unit:  
I can locate some key 
countries that the UK 
trades with across the 
world.  
 

London Unit:  
I can mark the location of 
London on a world map 
and mark out the borough 
of London.  
 

I can locate different 
human and physical 
features that you can find 
in London.  
 

I can explain and talk 
about how London has 
changed overtime and use 
maps to show this.  
 

Extreme Earth Unit:  
I can locate some 
volcanoes on a map of the 
world.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Area of Study – Place Knowledge   Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
End Points for KS1 (NC): 
• Understand geographical 

similarities and differences 
through studying the human 
and physical geography of a 
small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small area in 
a contrasting non-European 
country. 

End Points for KS2 (NC): 
• Understand geographical 

similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region 
of the United Kingdom, a region 
in a European country, and a 
region within North or South 
America  
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Weather Unit:  
I know that the UK has four seasons and 
know what the weather is like in each 
season.  
 

Investigating Our Street Unit:  
I know the population of the town and 
city that I live in – Atherton.  
 

I know the types of houses and 
buildings that are in my local area – 
Atherton.  
 

I know the culture and way of life in my 
local area.  

Kenya Unit:  
I know that Kenya 
throughout the year has 
wet and dry seasons and 
what the weather is like 
in each season.  
 

I know the population of 
a town in Kenya. 
 

I know the types of 
houses and buildings in 
this town in Kenya - 
Kitale.  
 

I know some of the 
culture and way of life in 
Kenya.  
 

Antarctica Unit: 
I know what the 
weather and living 
conditions are like in 
Antarctica.  

Looking at Europe Unit:  
I know that Paris is in France and 
that this is the capital city.  
 

I know the population of Paris 
and the types of houses and 
buildings within this city.  
 

I know the climate and weather 
within Paris.  
 

  Longitude & Latitude Unit:  
I know different human 
and physical geography of 
places in North and South 
America depending on 
which climate zone they 
are positioned in.  
 
 

London Unit:  
I know that London is in 
the UK and that this is the 
capital city.  
 

I know the population of 
London and the types of 
houses and buildings 
within this city.  
 

I know the climate and 
weather within London.  
 

I know some differences 
between London (Y6 
Learning) and Paris (Y3 
Learning).  
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Weather Unit:  
I can talk about the four seasons and 
say what the weather is like in each 
season.  
 

Investigating Our Street Unit:  
I can talk about the town that I live in 
and talk about the weather, landscape 
and the human geography of this area.  
 

I can talk about the culture and the way 
of life in my local area.  

Kenya Unit:  
I can talk about the 
seasons in Kenya and 
say how this is different 
to the UK.   
 

I can compare life in a 
town in Kenya to life in 
my local area by talking 
about human and 
physical geography such 
as seasons, landscape, 
community, position to 
the equator etc.  
 

Antarctica Unit: 
I can explain how 
Antarctica is different to 
the UK.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking at Europe Unit:  
I can talk about the human and 
physical geography of Paris, in 
France with regard to the 
weather, landscape, buildings, 
way of life – urban etc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Longitude & Latitude Unit:  
I can talk about the 
different human and 
physical geography of 
places in North and South 
America and how this 
depends on which climate 
zone the different 
countries within North and 
South America are 
positioned in.  
 

I can compare differences 
between where I live in 
the UK and places in North 
and South America.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

London Unit:  
I can compare differences 
between London and Paris 
as two capital cities in 
Europe.  
 
 



Area of Study – Human & Physical 
Features  

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

End Points for KS1 (NC): 
• Identify seasonal and daily 

weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles. 

• Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to:  
key physical features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season and 
weather 
key human features, including: 
city, town, village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, harbour and 
shop  

End Points for KS2 (NC): 
Describe and understand key aspects 
of:  

• Physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water 
cycle. 

• Human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including 
trade links and the distribution 
of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and 
water  
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Investigating Our Street Unit:  
I know that the area that I live in has 
both physical and human features.  
 

Urban, Rural & Coastal Unit:  
I know what the words rural, costal and 
urban means.  
 

Rural = Forests, hills, mountains, soil, 
valleys, village, farm 
Costal = Cliff, beach, coast, port harbour 
Urban = Town, city, houses, shops etc.  
 
 
 

Kenya & Antarctica 
Units:  
I know what the 
weather / seasons are 
like in Kenya and the 
Antarctica and know 
that this is linked to its 
location to the equator.  
 

 
 
 

 Climate & 
Biomes Unit:  
I know what the 
words climate, 
zones, biomes 
and vegetation 
belts mean.  
 

Where Food 
Comes from 
Unit: 
I know the 
impact that 
floods, fires, 
drought 
periods, natural 
disasters and 
pesticides 
would have on 
society.  
 

I know how 
food is 
distributed and 
transported.  
 

Y4 Science 
Unit: 
Be able to label 
and explain the 
water cycle.  
 

Lake District Unit:  
I know the journey of a 
river.  
 

I know how mountains are 
formed.  

Extreme Earth: 
I know how volcanoes are 
formed and the effect that 
a volcanic eruption has on 
the land and lives of 
people.  
 

I know the formation of 
the tectonic plates.  
 

I know how earthquakes 
occur and the effect that 
they have on the land and 
lives of people.  
 

Year 3 Trade Unit:  
I know how goods are 
imported and exported in 
and out of the UK. 
 

I know some difficulties of 
trade in the UK.  
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Investigating Our Street Unit:  
I can, when walking to school, identify 
different physical and human features. 
 

Urban, Rural & Coastal Unit:  
I can identify human and physical 
features in different rural, costal and 
urban areas.  
 

Rural = Forests, hills, mountains, soil, 
valleys, village, farm 
Costal = Cliff, beach, coast, port harbour 
Urban = Town, city, houses, shops etc.  
 

Kenya & Antarctica 
Units:  
I can read a graph/ chart 
which to tell me what 
the weather / seasons 
are like in Kenya and the 
Antarctica.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Climate & 
Biomes Unit:  
I can talk about 
different 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation 
belts. 
 

Where Food 
Comes from 
Unit: 
I can map the 
journey of a 
food product 
across the 
world on its 
journey to the 
UK.  
 

 
 
 
 

Extreme Earth: 
I can label a volcano and 
explain how they are 
formed.  and the effect 
that a volcanic eruption 
has on the land and lives 
of people.  
 

I can explain the formation 
of the tectonic plates.  
 

I can produce a flow chart 
outlining the key elements 
in a food trade.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Area of Study – Skills & Field Work  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
End Points for KS1 (NC): 
• Use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as 
well as the countries, continents 
and oceans studied at this key 
stage. 

• Use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) 
and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and 
far; left and right], to describe 
the location of features and 
routes on a map. 

• Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a 
simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key. 

• Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and 
its grounds and the key human 
and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

End Points for KS2 (NC): 
• Use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied.  

• Use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world. 

• Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, 
and digital technologies.  
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Investigating the UK Unit:  
I know what the shape of the UK looks 
like.  
 

I know that The UK as four countries - 
England, Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. 
 

Investigating Our Street Unit:  
I know that I can use the words near, 
far, left and right to describe the 
location of features on a street map 
street.  
 

I know the compass points North, 
South, East & West.  
 

I know what the word aerial means and 
what an aerial view map looks like.  
 

I know what human features are – 
bridge, lamppost, houses, roads, 
railway etc.    

I know what physical features are – 
river, mountain, forest etc.     

 

Investigating Our World 
Unit:  
I know the names of the 
7 continents and 5 
oceans. 
 

Antarctica Unit: 
I know what the shape 
of Antarctica looks like 
by looking at an aerial 
view map.  
 

I know which continent 
you would find 
Antarctica in. 
 

Kenya Unit: 
I know which continent 
you would find Kenya in.  
 

I know what the shape 
of Kenya looks like by 
looking at an aerial view 
map.    

I know words to use to 
describe the location of 
different animals on a 
map of Knowsley Safari 
Park.  

Looking at Europe Unit:  
I know the names of different 
countries in Europe.   
 

I know how to use Google Earth 
and Digital Maps on the 
computer.  
 

Investigating Our Street (UK Part 
1): 
I know how to read an ordnance 
survey map of Wigan Town.  
 

I know to look at the key on an 
ordnance survey map in order to 
identify human and physical 
features.  
 

I know the words to use to 
describe the location of different 
features on a map using the 
compass points North, North 
East, East, South East, South, 
South West, West and North 
West.   
 

Looking at the World Unit:  
I know the names of different 
countries in the world and how 
to use 
Google Earth and Digital Maps on 
the computer to locate these.  

--- 
 
.  
 
 

Longitude & Latitude Unit: 
I know how to use an atlas 
and where North and 
South America are located 
on a world map.  
 

Investigating the UK Unit 
2: 
I know how to identify 
different places in the UK 
(rural, costal & urban) on a 
map by using an eight-
point compass reference. 
 

Lake District Unit:  
I know how to read maps 
in greater detail – such as 
the height of the land by 
looking for the closeness 
of lines.  

London Unit: 
I know how to read an 
ordnance survey map of 
London and identify 
different features on this 
map.  
 

I know how to read a 
graph to tell me the 
weather within a specific 
area – London.  
 

I know 8 different points 
on a compass.  
 

I know how to read an 
ordnance survey map to  
four and six-figure grid 
references. 
 

I know that the key on an 
ordnance survey tells me 
what features to identify. 
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Investigating the UK Unit:  
I can identify the UK on a map of the 
world using my knowledge of the shape 
of it.  
 

I can identify England, Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland on a map of the 
UK.  
 

Investigating Our Street Unit:  
I can describe the location of features 
on a street map by using positional 
words and the words North, South, East 
& West.  
 

I can look at an aerial map of my local 
area and identify some buildings on it.  
 

I can draw a map of my route to school.  
 

I can go on a local walk and follow a 
simple map.  
 

I can tick off human and physical 
features when observed on my walk on 
the map.   

Investigating Our World 
Unit:  
I can identify the 
location of the 7 
continents and 5 oceans 
on a world map. 
 

Kenya Unit: 
 

I can follow a map of 
Knowsley Safari Park as 
the bus drives the route.  
 

I can read an aerial map 
of Knowsley Safari Park.  
 

I can identify human 
features on a map of 
Kenya such as a road 
river, railway and 
airport.  
 

Looking at Europe Unit:  
I can locate different countries in 
Europe.   
 

I can identify the location of 
different countries in Europe on a 
Digital Map.  
 

Investigating Our Street (UK Unit 
1): 

I can navigate round Wigan Town 
Centre using a street map, 
identifying both physical and 
human features on this walk. 
 

Looking at the World Unit:  
I can identify the location of 
different countries around the 
world on a Digital Map.  
 
 
 
 

--- Longitude & Latitude Unit: 
I can locate North America 
and South America and 
describe the climate, 
landmass and population.  
 

Lake District Unit:  
I can navigate around the 
Lake District using a map.  
 

I can identify both physical 
and human features on my 
visit to the Lake District.  
 

Investigating the UK Unit 
2: 
I can identify different 
places (rural, costal & 
urban) in the UK on a map 
by using an eight-point 
compass reference.   

London Unit: 
I can navigate around the 
capital city London using a 
tube transport map, 
ordnance survey map. 
 

I can identify both physical 
and human features on my 
visit and walk around 
London.  

 


