
Year 4

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Quality text

 The Great Kapok Tree-Lynne 

Cherry (contemporary, curriculum 

link- geography)

Queen of Darkness- Tony Bradman 

(historical fiction, builds on historical 

fiction in Y3, curriculum link-history)

How to train your dragon- 

Cressida Cowell (fantasy, builds 

on Y3 fantasy)

Beowulf- Michael Morpurgo,  

Beowulf-Rob Lloyd Jones 

(myths and legends- links to 

Y5, curriculum link-history)

Aesop's Fables- Micheal 

Rosen/ Micheal Morpurgo 

(traditions, links to 

traditional tales Y1 and Y2)

Mill Girl: My Story- Sue Reid 

(historical fiction-builds on 

historical fiction from Aut 2)

Non-fiction text

100 Facts rainforests- Miles Kelly    

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/an

imals-and-nature/habitats-and-

ecosystems/amazon-rainforest/ 

(builds on non-fiction features in 

KS1 and Y3,curriculum link-

geography)

James and the Giant Peach, James 

and the Giant Peach: A play-Roald 

Dahl, The Gruffalo-Julia Donaldson 

(builds on familiar authors from EYFS, 

Y2 and Y3, playscripts)*

Dragon World- Tamara 

Mcfarlane (builds on knowledge 

of non-fiction features in KS1 

and Y3 and Y4 Aut 1, crossover  

between fiction and non-fiction)

assorted reference texts 

including maps (builds on Y3 

explanations unit, curriculum 

link-history)

Zoo- Anthony Browne (fiction 

text) assorted web pages and 

discussion text examples 

(builds on persuasion work in 

Y3 and non-core knowledge 

of animals in Y2)

The Industrial Revolution (All 

about)- Peter Hepplewhite, 

examples of newspaper 

reports (builds on TV reports 

in Y3 and newspaper 

introduction in Y2, 

curriculum link-history)

Fiction Main Outcome
new story based on different 

animals

retell of first chapter from Boudicca's 

point of view (builds on Y4 Aut 1)
new chapter own myth based on the story own fable diary entry

Short Fiction Outcome

description of boy's point of view 

when he awakes (builds on writing 

from different points of view Y3) 

letter from Boudicca to other tribes 

expressing her feelings about the 

Romans

dialogue between Hiccup and 

Toothless (builds on Y3 dialogue)

description of battle (builds 

on description work in Y3)

character profile for new 

character (builds on 

characterisation work in Y2)

letter from child worker to 

their parent (builds on AUT 2)

Fiction Grammar 

Focus 

noun phrases and expanded noun 

phrases

commas after fronted adverbials, 

pronouns to avoid repetition 

paragraphs around a theme, 

consistent use of present and past 

tense

 inverted commas and internal 

speech punctuation

inverted commas and speech 

punctuation, apostrophes for 

irregular plural possession

expanded noun phrases, 

conjunctions and 

subordination

consistent use of past and 

present tense

Fiction Composition 

Focus

organising paragraphs around a 

theme ; in narratives, creating 

settings, characters and plot

read aloud their own writing, to a 

group or the whole class, using 

appropriate intonation and 

controlling the tone and volume so 

that the meaning is clear.

organising paragraphs around a 

theme; in narratives, creating 

settings, characters and plot

organising paragraphs 

around a theme; in 

narratives, creating settings, 

characters and plot

identifying and following 

themes; organising 

paragraphs around a theme ; 

in creating settings, 

characters and plot

organising paragraphs 

around a theme; in 

narratives, creating settings, 

characters and plot

Non-Fiction Main 

Outcome

Explanation of deforestation 

(builds on Y3 explanations)
* playscript based on The Gruffalo 

non-chronological report about 

own dragon (builds on non-

chronogical reports in Y3)

historical recount- Where did 

the Anglo Saxons come from? 

(builds on historical recount 

from Y3)

persuasive letter against 

animals in captivity (builds on 

Y3 advert)

newspaper report on new 

invention (builds on Y3 TV 

report)

Non-fiction short 

outcome

short explanation of layers of the 

rainforest (builds on Y3 

explanations)

*blurb including a description of new 

character (builds on Y3 character 

profile)

comparison of two different 

dragons (links to Y5 balanced 

discussion)

annotated maps and captions
advert/leaflet for a zoo  

(builds on Y3 advert)
summary of chosen invention

Spring Term



Non-Fiction Grammar 

Focus 

 conjunctions and subordinate 

clauses,starting sentences with 

subordinate clauses, adverbials

*apostrophes for irregular plural 

possession, consistent use of the 

present tense, consolidation of basic 

punctuation  

conjunctions, adverbials, 

consistent use of past and 

present tense

conjunctions and 

subordinate clauses, 

consistent use of tense, 

heading and subheadings

adverbials, conjunctions, 

expanded noun phrases after 

the noun, language choice

inverted commas and speech 

punctuation, adverbials

Non- Fiction 

Composition Focus

using simple organisational 

devices [for example, headings 

and sub-headings]

using simple organisational 

devices [for example, headings 

and sub-headings]

using simple organisational 

devices [for example, 

headings and sub-headings]

organising paragraphs 

around a theme

using simple organisational 

devices [for example, 

headings and sub-headings]

Poetry Poetic Forms: Kennings Autumn Term Texts Poetic forms: Haiku Spring Term Texts Performance poems Summer Term Texts

Poetry composition 

focus 

discussing writing similar to that 

which they are planning to write in 

order to understand and learn 

from its structure, vocabulary and 

grammar; discussing and recording 

ideas; composing and rehearsing 

sentences orally (including 

dialogue), progressively 

building a varied and rich 

vocabulary and an increasing 

range of sentence structures; read 

aloud their own writing, to a group 

or the whole class, using 

appropriate intonation and 

controlling the tone and volume so 

that the meaning is clear.

The Tyger- William Blake discussing writing similar to that 

which they are planning to write 

in order to understand and learn 

from its structure, vocabulary 

and grammar; discussing and 

recording ideas; composing and 

rehearsing sentences orally 

(including dialogue), 

progressively 

building a varied and rich 

vocabulary and an increasing 

range of sentence 

structures; read aloud their own 

writing, to a group or the whole 

class, using appropriate 

intonation and controlling the 

tone and volume so that the 

meaning is clear.

Guess Who in the Woods by 

Jodi Haley
discussing writing similar to 

that which they are planning 

to write in order to 

understand and learn from 

its structure, vocabulary and 

grammar ; discussing and 

recording ideas; composing 

and rehearsing sentences 

orally (including dialogue), 

progressively 

building a varied and rich 

vocabulary and an increasing 

range of sentence 

structures; read aloud their 

own writing, to a group or 

the whole class, using 

appropriate intonation and 

controlling the tone and 

volume so that the meaning 

is clear.

Off By Heart – Poems for 

YOU to Remember (Roger 

Stevens)

Across all writing 

composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence 

structures; discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar; discussing and recording ideas; assessing the effectiveness of 

their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements; proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences; proof-read for spelling and 

punctuation errors; read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear


