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Intent: 
At Hindsford, it is our intent to work in partnership with parents and carers to encourage independent, confident and happy learners 
who thrive in school and reach their full potential from their various starting points. 
 

It is also our intent to understand and follow the children’s interests and provide opportunities throughout the Early Years Curriculum 
to support, consolidate and deepen learning, ensuring that the children meet their next steps. 
 

We are committed to providing both indoor and outdoor provision for the children to work in and explore and it is our mission that 
the children will make good progress from their starting point. 
 

At the End of the year, it is our aim to provide effective support to the children in their transition into KS1. 
 

Implementation: 
In Reception, we follow the Early Years Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, published on 31st March 2021 by 
the DfES, which can be viewed if you click on the link below. To support the planning and next steps for the children, we also refer to 
both Birth to 5 Matters and Development Matters documents. 
 

The Statutory Framework specifies the requirement for learning and development in the Early Years and provides prime and specific 
areas of learning that must be covered within the Early Years Curriculum. 
 

Prime Areas:  
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
• Physical Development 
• Communication and Language development 
 

Specific Areas: 
• Literacy 
• Mathematics 
• Understanding the World 
• Expressive Arts and Design   
 
 

Children participate in daily whole class sessions for Phonics, Literacy, Maths and Story times. They will also participate in a variety of 
other sessions which are focused on the other areas of learning. Beyond these whole class teaching sessions, children access 
continuous provision, which is where children have the freedom to choose to play in areas of the classroom specifically set up and 
organised to promote each aspect of learning. Because we put such emphasis on the importance of play, we dedicate at least 90 
minutes of uninterrupted play every day. 
 

When in these areas, an adult supports the children with their learning by playing alongside them, by the suggestion of activities, the 
modelling of behaviour and the use of language and questioning. Adults strive to get to know the children as quickly as possible and 
to engage them in their learning by identifying their personal preferences and interests. 
 

Though-out each week, the children are given plentiful of opportunities to work independently, collaboratively with their friends and 
with a member of staff. Equally, there will be plentiful of opportunities for parents and carers to come and work with their child, share 
their work and celebrate their successes. 
 

At Hindsford, we promote the three characteristics of a good learner, which are: 
 

• Playing & Exploring - Explorosaurus 
• Active Learning - Activosaurus  
• Creative & Critical Thinking - Thinkosaurus 
 

For every child to meet their potential and ‘live life 
in all its fullness.’ John 10:10.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Early Years Curriculum: 
Our Early Years curriculum is designed around our children’s needs and interests. 
 

While we do plan themes across the year which will provide the best opportunities to ensure that the children are able to achieve the 
Early learning goals, it can be that the needs and interests of the children do not always fit with the planned topics. Therefore, the 
long-term plan is a collection of ideas which may be used if the children express interest in the themes. With this in mind, we constantly 
adapt planning and only finalise the medium-term planning a term in advance. Our topic headings are broad allowing us to adapt and 
allow for individual needs and interests to be explored. 
 

Communication: 
The class teacher and Early Years staff will communicate with you in a variety of different ways, such as: 
• The School Blog 
• School Facebook Page 
• Class Dojo 
• Pupil Planners 
 

Assessment:  
Assessment in Early Years is carried out four times a year: 
• Baseline Assessment  
• End of Autumn Term Assessment (Based on observations, portfolio work and collection of evidence on Tapestry)  
• End of Summer Term Assessment (Based on observations, portfolio work and collection of evidence on Tapestry) 
• End of Summer Term Assessment (Based on observations, portfolio work and collection of evidence on Tapestry) 

 

Once each round of assessment has been completed, results are shared with Senior Leaders, Governors and the Local Authority. In 
school and out-of-school moderation also takes places each term in order to quality assure the accuracy of these assessments.  
 

Every third or fourth year, the school also undertakes external moderation of Reception data led by the Local Authority.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Impact: 
The intended impact of the Early Years Curriculum is that the majority of children leave Early Years working at or above the expected 
level for their age - Good Level of Development. 
 

In addition, it is the intended impact that the children: 
• are inspired to explore and learn more - i.e. have a thirst for learning. 
• develop the necessary skills to be a good learner - i.e. confident, resilient, look - listen and think, be curious, have a go, ask 

questions and learn from their mistakes. 
• can discuss their learning and remember what they have learnt. 
• apply the 3 characteristics of effective learning to their work. 
• be ready for the next stage of their school journey when leaving Reception. 

 
 
 
 


