
History – Year 4 – The Romans  
During our learning, we will:  
- Learn what Britain was like before The Romans invaded.  
- Explain how the Celts lived at this time.  
- Place Roman Britain on a timeline and identify the duration of this period.  
- Use primary and secondary sources to learn more about this period of time.  
- Make comparisons between how the Celts lived and how the Romans lived.  
- Explain the significance of Hadrian’s Wall.  
- Order significance events during the Roman period in chronological order.  
- Explain why the Roman army was so successful.  
- Identify how people believed during the Roman period, with a focus on the Roman Solider. 
- List the different that th Roman period made on Britain today.  
Prior KS2 Learning: 
 

In Year 3, I learnt: 
- How to place periods of 

time onto a timeline.  
- The importance of weapons 

to fight, hunt and defend.  
- The work of an 

archaeologist is important in 
finding out about the past 
where there is no written 
evidence.   

- That it was the Iron Age in 
Britain at the time the 
Romans invaded.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Learning: 
 

In Year 4, I will learn 
about the Iron Age 
Celts.  
 
In Years 4 & 5, I will 
learn more about 
settlements / civilisation 
and the importance of 
the location of these in 
supporting sustainability. 
 
In Years 4, 5 & 6, I will 
learn about what else 
was happening in the 
world at the same time 
of the Stone Age, 
Bronze Age & Iron Age 
and make comparisons 
with regard to how 
advanced the rest of 
the world was to Britain.  
 

Vocabulary 
The Romans People who originated from Rome and invaded Britain. 
Celts People living in Britain when it was invaded by the Romans.  
Invade When an army/force enter a county or region to occupy or subjugate.  
Settlement When a group of people remain in one place for a longer period of time.  

Conquer Successfully to overcome – win! 
Battle  When an individual or group of people fight against each other.  
Julius Caesar An emperor in the Roman army 

Retreat Withdraw from enemy forces as a result of their superior power or after a defeat. 
Claudius An emperor in the Roman army (After Julius Caesar). 

Tent 8 men put into a group.  

Century 10 tents were put together to make a century (80 men). 

Centurion  An army member in charge of a century.  

Cohort 6 centuries were put together to form a cohort (480 men). 

Legion 10 cohorts were put together to form a legion (4800 men) 
Legate An army member in charge of a legion.  
Auxiliary Auxiliary soldiers were recruited from non-Roman tribes. Their name means 'helpers', and they 

assisted the Roman legionary troops by providing extra manpower and specialised fighting techniques. 
Desertion Running away from the army 
Mutiny Going against the army. 
Discipline A way of ensuring that the army follows rules.  
Decimation The removal of every 10th man in a legion by being executed or stoned to death 
Immunes People with specialist skills 
The Paretian 
Guard 

an elite unit member of the Roman army whose members served as personal bodyguards and 
intelligence for Roman emperors. 

The Fetials A type of priest /advisor.  
The Testudo Testudo is the Latin word for "tortoise". It was used to protect the soldiers from. The soldiers in 

front and sides interlocked their shields. 
Hadrian’s Wall  A wall built to guard the wild northern frontier of the Roman Empire in AD12 



 


