
Autumn 1 History Scheme of Work  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 – Guy Fawkes 
Lesson 1 – Historical Interpretation & Chronological Understanding 
Show the children an image of Guy Fawkes. Ask the children to say what they can see in this image. What does this image 
tell them? Who is this man? Where is he? Is he in trouble? Etc. Clarify that this man is Guy Fawkes and he is known because 
of his attempt to blow up the Houses of Parliament on 5th November in 1605.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take the children into the hall and explain that they are going to learn about how long ago that this event happened.  
 

Using boarder paper, show the children what happened 5 years ago (i.e. they were born) and what happened 40 years ago 
(i.e. their class teacher was born). Then, show the children by unravelling the boarder paper to show them that his attempt 
of blowing up parliament happened 415 years ago.  
 

In books, the children to plot this date on the timeline in the front of their book. Also place in a picture of the children in the 
hall to show that they have learn the difference in the amount of time past.  
 

Lesson 2 - Knowledge & Understanding  
Write the question – Why did Guy Fawkes try to blow up the Houses of Parliament? Watch the video 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd8fv9q/articles/zdrrcj6 and then simplify the information in this video i.e. 
 

• Guy Fawkes was a Catholic but the King (King James I) was a Protestant.  
• King James I wanted everyone to be like him and therefore punished the Catholics and anyone else who believed in 

different things such as Puritans.  
• Guy Fawkes didn’t like this and therefore worked with a group of people to try kill King James I.  
 

In books, children to explain in their own words why Guy Fawkes was not happy with the king and the reason why he 
wanted to blow him up.  
 

Lesson 3 - Historical Enquiry 
Explain to the children that at the end of the lesson Guy Fawkes will be coming to visit them from the past. Ask the children 
to think of some questions that they would like to ask Guy Fawkes about the Gun Powder Plot. What job did you do?  How 
did you learn about explosives? Was the Gun Powder Plot all your idea? Why did you decide to become a Catholic? (See 
slides 5 -7, Plan Bee Lesson 3) for answers.  
 

Arrange a virtual visitor to act as Guy Fawkes and allow the children to ask their questions.  
 

In books, the children to write up their questions and answers.  
 

Lesson 4 - Chronological Understanding 
Look at slides 4 to 7 and slides 9 to 11, Plan Bee Lesson four and place the events leading up to and on 5th November either 
in chronological order or on a timeline in chronological order. 
 

Lesson 5 - Organisation & Communication  
Complete the Plan Bee quiz to summarise the children’s learning.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 – The Great Fire of London 
Lesson 1 – Historical Interpretation  
Look at an image of the Great Fire of London and ask the children to infer what is happening in this picture. Ask the children 
questions such as, when do they think that this happened? What is happening? Where is it happening? Why do they think it 
happened in the past? Etc.   
 

Activity: In books, place an image to the Great Fire of London and ask the children to write what they have learnt from this 
source. 
 

Lesson 2 – Chronological Understanding and Knowledge & Understanding 
Look at the timeline and recap over what the children learnt in Year 1 i.e. This event happened 5 years ago (I was born), This 
event happened 40 years ago (My teacher was born), This event happened 70 years ago (My grandparents were born), This 
event happened 100 years ago (seaside holidays), This event happened 415 years ago (Guy Fawkes tried to blow up the 
Houses of Parliament). Add the pictures to the timeline as you recap. Then, add This event happened 354 years ago (The 
Great fire of London).  
 

Look at some facts about The Great Fire of London such as how many people died, how many days the fire went on for, how 
did it start, why did it spread so quickly etc. 
 

Lesson 3 – Chronological Understanding & Knowledge & Understanding 
Explain to the children that today they are going to learn about what happened on the night that the fire began in order of 
time, map this along a timeline or place these events in chronological order.  
 

Lesson 4 – Primary Source  
Make a comparison of a fire engine in 1666 and now. What is the difference? Why would the fire engines we have today 
been more successful in fighting the fire if it happened today?  
 

Lesson 5 – Historical Interpretation  
Look at an extract from Samuel Peeps diary.  
 

Lesson 6 – Organisation & Communication  
The children to write and broadcast a news report re-telling the events of The Great Fire of London. 



Year 3 – Stone Age, Bronze Age & Iron Age 
Lesson 1 – Chronological Understanding 
Place the word pre-history on the board and ask the children what this word means i.e. pre-means before so prehistory means 
before history – this is in reference to before history was recorded by writing. 
 

Ask the children to talk to their partner and discuss how if there is no writing about it, do we know what happened during this 
time? i.e. by looking at what people have left behind such as objects or changes to the ground for example: The remains of 
homes and temples show how people lived and worshipped. Tools and weapons give clues about the way people worked and 
fought. Bumps and ridges in the landscape show the layout of ancient villages, fields and forts.) 
 

Ask the children what a person is called who find out about the past by looking at what people have left behind. i.e. an 
archaeologist  
 

Activity: In books, the children to write the definition of the terms – pre-history and archaeologist and to answer the question 
How if there is no writing about it, do we know about what happened during this time? For less able children, have matching 
cards for them to match the definitions and answers.  
 

Explain to the children that this half term, they are going to look at three different periods of time that happened in the past 
which there is no writing about - The Stone Age, The Bronze Age & The Iron Age.  
 

To explore how long ago this happened, look at the time line (which has the blocks of periods of time already on it, ensure that a 
flap is added to the stone age so that the children can clearly see that this was the longest period of time) and ask the children to 
place their finger on 2020 and then scan back to the other end of the line. Which period of time if the oldest? Which period of 
time is the most recent? Did this happened before Jesus was before or after Jesus was born? Which period of time lasted the 
longest?  
Which was the shortest?  Was anything else happening in the world at this time? – i.e. Ancient Egypt 
 

Activity: Children to answer the questions in their book above. Take a photograph of the children using the timeline and add this 
to the book to show the depth of this activity and the children using the timeline to answer these questions.  
 

Lesson 2 – Chronological Understanding & Historical Interpretation  
Recap over the learning from lesson 1, give the children a blank timeline and have pre-cut blocks of duration for The Stone Age, 
Bronze Age and Iron Age. 
Activity: Ask the children to place these blocks in the right place on the blank timeline in their books - Stone Age from approx. 
3,400,000BC to 3,350BC, Bronze Age from 3,350BC to 1,200BC & Iron Age from 1,200BC – 0 
 

Explain that today the children are going to be looking at the Stone Age period. Show the children the image below to show that 
the stone age was spilt into three stages – Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic. (Palaeo is Greek for ancient, Mesos is Greek for 
middle and Neo is Greek for new)  

 
 
 
 

Show the children one or two artist drawings of people living in Britain during the Stone Age. Talk 
about this being a secondary source and what this means.  
 

Ask the children to infer from these drawings how people lived during this time: they made their 
own weapons, hunted animals to eat (even mammoths), they cooked by fire, they made their 
clothes from the skin of animals etc. Explain that in the early stone age era, people lived outside or 
in caves. This progressed into tipi or dome shaped homes that could be moved from place to place.  
 

Activity: Stick the pictures looked at during the lesson in the children’s books and allow them to write down their inferences. For 
the low ability pupils – ask questions such as What did they eat? Where did they live?  
 

Lesson 3: 
Explain that around 4,500BC (Neolithic Period), something amazing happened which was that farming people arrived from 
Europe and farming was discovered.  
 

Clarify what the term farming means and explore what difference the children think farming would have made to the way that 
people lived during this time? i.e. This meant that people cleared land and were then able to grow crops such as wheat barley 
planted so that they had a sustainable food source. They also began to keep herds of domesticated sheep, cattle and pigs. As a 
result, it meant that people could settle more and communities could begin to grow. (Prior to this, people would regularly more 
between different locations and only live in small groups). Emphasise to the children that it was at this time that the first 
civilization began to emerge although, the people still move around at this stage.  
 

Activity: Children to answer the question: What difference did farming make to how people lived during the Stone Age? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 4: 
Explain that once farming had been established, communities began to grow and become more united and then (in the Neolithic 
Period), the people began to build monuments which they used as places for the community to meet, hold services and to bury 
the dead. Show a picture of Stonehenge and explain that this is one of the most intriguing examples of these monuments. Watch 
the video below to find out more information about this monument. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wf7xwHFuH2o&t=127s  
 

Activity: To answer questions about Stonehenge or make an educational video about this. What is it? – Stonehenge is thought to 
be a prehistoric temple. 
 

How was it used? – Stonehenge was used for the people to meet, religious services or somewhere to bury 
the dead.   
 

How long did it take to build? It took hundreds of years for the people to build Stonehenge.   
 

What are the stones called and how were they transported (Remember that the wheel had not been invented yet)? There 
were two types of Sarsens & Bluestones. Archaeologists believe the stones were transported by tree trunks, dragged in baskets 
pulled by oxen or by river.  
 

How are the stones positioned? The stones were carefully placed to be in line with the midsummer sunrise and the winter 
solstice sunset, marking the longest and shortest days of the year 
Lesson 5: Historical Interpretation  
Explain to the children that today they are going to learn about the Bronze Age which began when people learnt (by the Beaker 
People who came over from Europe) how to mix copper and tin to make bronze – Clarify that bronze is a much harder metal than 
copper.  
 

Explain that tin and copper are metals that are found in the ground so the people during the Bronze 
Age mined these or brought they were brought in from Europe. Watch the video to find out more 
about this https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z82hsbk/articles/z874kqt This allowed swords and 
other weapons to be made as well as armour, shields  and stronger tools for farming. This meant that 
more land could be farmed and more crops grown.  
 

Explain that during the Bronze Age other changes also occurred. Watch the video and discuss what else made a difference  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cH_uowNBJno  
 

Activity: Children to answer the question – What advancements happened during the Bronze Age. Complete a grid similar to 
below.   
 

What Advancement happened during the Bronze Age? Impact 
Bronze was made using tin and copper. Weapons, Shields, Armour and Stronger Tools for Farming – 

Increase of crops   
Woollen cloth was made by weaving. Clothes were made to keep the people warm.  

House design.  House were more structured and sturdier in design.  
Metal pots and pans  Cooking was easier and eating was more civilised.  

Begin to live in permeant settlements.  Communities formed and grew.  
Lesson 6: 
Begin the journey into the Iron Age by explaining that with the settlements growing, developing and becoming permanent 
settlements during the Bronze Age, tribes were formed. These tribes however began attacking each other’s settlements and 
taking things. Once iron was discovered, the tribes could make more weapons as iron was more accessible than bronze and less 
expensive. Watch the video on the link below to find out what happened next.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-iron-age-britain-animation/z42d7nb  
Discuss the information in the video about forts and protection.  
Activity: Label the fort and explain why they built them – i.e. to defend their territory.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z82hsbk/articles/z8bkwmn  
 

Lesson 7:  Organisation & Communication 
Complete the Quiz on Plan Bee Slide 7 and in books order the different events onto the timeline.   
 

Key Words for knowledge Organiser:  
Archaeologists: The name for people whose job it is to look at and discover objects from the past. 
Caves: A space between rocks which could be used as shelter or a home for people in the stone age.  
Flint: A hard, sharp material, which was used to make weapons. 
Forage: To look around for things to eat.  
Hand Axe: A sharp tool that you can hold in your hand. It was used for hunting and building.  
Hunter-Gather: A name given for people who had to hunt and find their own food. Mammoth: A large, elephant-like creature 
that is no longer alive today.  
Neolithic: The first part of the stone age because “neo” means new. 
Prehistoric: A time when history wasn’t even recorded. 
Tools: Useful objects that early people would to help with building and hunting. 
 



 

Year 4 Autumn 1 – Roman Britain  
Lesson 1 – Chronological Understanding 
Ask the children to open a pre-populated timeline and then ask them to identify the black, brown and grey blocks on this timeline 
i.e. Stone Age, Bronze, Age and Iron Age (The children learnt about these eras during Year 3 so this should be prior learning) Ask 
the children to point to the red block of colour and think about what this era could be – i.e. Roman Britain. Pause for a moment, 
and then ask why would there be two red blocks of colour on this timeline – i.e. The second red block represents The Romans 
outside of Britain. What do the children notice about this? – i.e. The Romans were around before they came to Britain and after 
they left Britain. Ask the children to write these periods of time onto the timeline and clarify that the Stone Age still remains the 
longest period of time as the arrow on the black block means that the era has continued in the past.  
 

Look at some pictures of what Britain looked like before The Romans invaded Britain – i.e. Lots of fields, trees, forests, hills and 
green land. Then, show the children a picture of a round house which could be found in Britain at this time and ask the children to 
infer what does this picture tell them – i.e. that people lived in Britain at this time. Confirm that these people were the Iron Age 
Celts (Referred to by the Romans as Britons) and share information with the children about the Iron Age Celts such as:  

• The Celts lived in roundhouses in small  
• The Celts would use daub when building huts and houses – This is a combination of animal droppings and straw.  
• Inside their roundhouse, they would have a fire, which often made their home very smoky.  
• The Celts would cook on the fire inside their roundhouse.  
• Most Celts would grow their own food.  
• The men would go hunting for food and use the skin off the animal for clothing.  
• As the children already know, the Celts lived during the Iron Age so they would make weapons from wood and iron. By 

this time the wheel had also been invented so they would also make vehicles such as a chariot.  
Activity 1: Children to answer questions about Britain at the time the Romans came – i.e.  
What did Britain look like before the Romans invaded?  
Who lived there? 
What did these people live in and how were they built?  
How did the Celts live? (i.e. They hunted for both food and clothing, they also weaved clothing, they cooked in their round house 
etc)  
What year did the Romans invade? 
What do we know about the Romans prior to coming to Britain?  
Watch the video below to see what it was like to live in a round house – Stop the video at 12.30.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYoZcvqWE2g  
 

Lesson 2 – Chronological Understanding & Historical Interpretation  
Give the children a blank timeline and the cut-out blocks of time for the Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman Britain. Ask 
the children to stick the blocks in the correct place on the timeline (Some pencil guidelines may be needed for SEN & lower ability 
children)   
 

Explain to the children that the Romans were very different than the Celts. Look at the two pictures picture below and ask the 
children to infer the differences between how the Celts lived in Britain compared to the 
Romans lived in Italy. i.e. They lived in towns and cities, they were much more advanced 
and built with stone and marble, They had shops, baths, temples and theatres. This is 
important when looking at the impact had on Britain and how this shaped the future.  
 

In 54BC & 55BC, as marked on the children’s time line, The Romans tried to invade Britain 
under the order of Emperor Julius Caesar however both these attempts failed. It was then 
nearly 100 years later that the Romans finally conquered Britain in 43AD. This was under the order of Emperor Claudius. However… 
 
 

 
Ask the children to look at the map which shows the countries that the Romans had invaded 
and settled. Ask the children to specifically look at Britain and tell you what do they see i.e. 
only the south of Britain had been taken over. Why do the children think this? i.e. The Celts 
had fought back.  
 
Show the children the next picture 
and ask them what they think this. 
i.e. Hadrian’s Wall. See if the 
children can make the connection 
between Hadrian’s wall and the map 
of Britain. Watch either of the videos 

below which explains this more. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmmfS4Z4Jig  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__qgHhgaZnk (Stop at 1.43)  



Activity 1: Children to use the pictures to answer 3 questions: 
1) What was the difference between the way that Romans lived to the way that the Celts lived.  
2) When was Britain finally conquered and which part of Britain was conquered?  
3) What did the Romans build to keep the Celts out?  

Activity 2: Using the timeline below, the children to mark on this timeline significant events such as 44BC/45BC = First attempts to 
conquer Britain, 43AD = Successful attempt to conquer Britain, 122AD = Building of Hadrian’s Wall  
 

 100BC 50BC 0  50AD    100AD   150AD   200AD  250AD  300AD   350AD 400AD 450AD 

           
 

  

 
Lessons 3 & 4:  
Explain that the Roman army was made up of legions which had around 5,000 men. Look at slide 2, page 7 and talk about how the 
army was formed i.e. in a tent, century, cohort and legion. Explore with the children why the army was so powerful. Watch the 
video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kabRZfdf9fM to find out several different ways that the army was powerful and out of 
this video choose 4 of what the children believe made the most difference.  
1) Discipline – This was applied if any man in the legion disobeyed orders such as mutiny (going against the army) or desertion 

(running away from the army). Random punishments also happened such as decimation (which was the removal of every 10th 
man in a legion by being executed or stoned to death).   

2) Weapons & Armour – Each man was issued with a sword (gladius), dagger (pugio) and two javelins (pilum). They also had a 
helmet (cassis), a shield (scutum) and armour (lorica segmentata). This meant that they had strong powerful weapons and 
good protection.  

3) Immunes (People with specialist skills) Each legion was self-sufficient with regard to doctors & medical care that would be 
applied on the battle field also people ensured that the army eat well.  

4) The Corvus – They had a ship that lowered a bridge to get onto land or onto another ship which served them well when in 
battle on the sea.  

5) They learnt quickly with regard to defending themselves – They built defences/forts around their towns.  
6) The Fetials - War rituals which prevented from an unjust war.  
7) Advanced Battle Tatics of the The Testudo – The Tortise  
8) The Praetorian Guard – Spies for the Emperor 
9) Battle of Cannae  
10) Wealthy Class System – 6 different classes  
Activity 1: The children to create a poster showing at least four of the main reasons why the Roman Army was most powerful.  
Activity 2: Label a Roman Solider 
Activity 3: Stick a picture in the of The Testudo and ask the children to describe how this was an effective battle tactic in battle.  
 

Lessons 5 Historical Enquiry 
Explain that during the next lesson, the children will be visited by a Roman Solider - A Roman Solider. When this solider people visit, 
the children will be able to ask him questions about what it was like to be a Roman Solider.  
Activity: Children to write a list of questions for the Romans Solider such as: What was training as a solider like? How did you travel 
around Britain? What did you do when you were not at war? Where did you go to the toilet?  
Arrange a virtual link with the Roman Solider so that the children can ask their questions and write their answers.  
Lessons 6 - Historical Enquiry 
Explore with the children how the Roman’s changed Britain? Watch the video on the following link and list what the Romans did for 
Britain 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqtf34j/articles/z2dr4wx At the end of the video, discuss the information shared and create 
a list of what  
 

1) They built brick and stone buildings with central heating.  
2) They built sewage systems. 
3) They paved straight roads to connect their towns.  
4) They brought animals like rabbits. 
5) They build temples which the planets are named after.  
6) They decided to believe in just one God and introduced Christianity to Britain. (Before this, Britons were pagans) 
7) They introduced written language and taught us how to read and write – Latin.  
8) They taught us how to measure distances - miles, feet & inches. 
9) They introduce us to Roman numerals. 
10) Roman coins – trading with money.  

Activity: Create a spider diagram of how the Romans changed Britain. Then, ask the children to expand on two or three points listed 
in spider diagram to explain this is in more detail, especially the religion aspect and the building of roads.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 7 – Organisation & Communication   
Carry out research into why the Romans left Britain and what happened after they left. This is important for when the children visit 
their next history Unit the Anglo Saxons so that they have a god understanding that the Anglo-Saxon did not invaded the Romans in 
Britain.  
 

In AD410, the Roman Emperor Honorius sent a goodbye letter to the people of Britain. He wrote, “fight bravely and defend your 
lives...you are on your own now”. The city of Rome was under attack and the empire was falling apart, so the Romans had to leave 
to take care of matters back home. 
 

After they left, the country fell into chaos. Native tribes and foreign invaders battled each other for power. Many of the Roman 
towns in Britain crumbled away as people went back to living in the countryside. 
 
Big Write: Explore the story of Boudicca and either ask them to re-tell this story in their own words or write a diary of how 
Boudicca felt towards the Roman Army.  
 

Key Words for knowledge Organiser:  
Romans 
Celts 
Invade  
Settle 
Conquer 
Battle 
Emperor Julius Caesar 
Retreat 
Emperor Claudius 
Tent 
Century 
A Centurion 
Cohort 
Legion 
Auxiliary – A solider that was recruited from a non-Roman tribe – (A help to the army) 
Desertion 
Mutiny 
Discipline 
Decimation 
Immunes - People with specialist skills 
The Praetorian Guard 
The Fetials 
The Testudo 
Hadrian’s Wall  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Autumn 1 – Year 5 The Mayans  
Lesson 1 – Chronological Understanding  
Explain to the children that they are going to learn about the period of time – The Mayans. Look at the timeline (with the blocks 
already pre-drawn on) and ask the children to identify the coloured blocks on this timeline which are the periods of time that 
the children have previously learnt about in Years 3 & 4. Once they have completed this, the remaining block not labelled at the 
end of will be The Mayans. Ask the children to read the timeline to identify the dates that the Mayan period took place in. What 
else was happening in the world or Britain at this time? 
Activity: Give the children a blank timeline and ask them to add the blocks by colouring them in on the timeline and labelling – 
The children are also to add prior learning blocks consisting of Stone Age (Y3) black, Bonze Age (Y3) brown, Iron Age (Y3) grey, 
Roman Britain (Y4) red, Anglo-Saxons(Y4) purple & Ancient Egypt (Y3) yellow, The Mayans (Y5) orange. Extension: Ask questions 
such as which period of time was the longest in duration? Etc. Pencil guidelines may need to be drawn for SEN or low ability 
children.  
 

Lesson 2 – Historical Interpretation  
Read the story about how the ruins/remains of the Mayan civilisation were discovered in Mesoamerica as set out in Slide 1 Plan 
Bee Resource Pages 2 – 7. Activity: Children to re-tell this story in their books and then place the main events of this story on a 
pre-drawn timeline. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 3 – Historical Enquiry  
Using the pictures on Slide 1 Plan Bee Resources Pages 8, 9 & 10, ask the children to share some questions that they have about 
the remains that were found in the forest i.e. What did the Mayans build these for? How did they build them? What did the 
Mayans do there? Also, place in the books a map with the area identified on this and a summary of how they were found. Try to 
encourage the children to drawn on their previous knowledge of early civilization and tribe/settlement life to make some 
sensible predictions to the answers to these questions.  
 

Lesson 4 – Historical Enquiry  
Arrange a virtual link with the a Mayan so that the children can ask their questions and write down their answers.  
 

Lesson 5 – Knowledge & Understanding – Society  
Read slide 3, Plan Bee page 5 and discuss the information – The Mayan society was organised into city states. Each city had a 
king, the king had nobles to help him control and run the state and this was known as an absolute monarchy. One of the last 
kings was Tecun Uman. Look at the map of the city states on page 6 and explain that they would trade with each other but also 
go to war to gain wealth, power, glory for city state.  
Activity: In books, place a map shown on page 6 and ask the children to write what facts they have learnt so far about the 
Mayan Society.  
 

Lesson 6 – Knowledge & Understanding – Roles in Society  
Read slide 3, Plan Bee page 7 and discuss the structure of society and then proceeded to learn about the roles of the people 
within this society. In books, children to re-create the pyramid and then add annotated notes to the pyramid of hierarchy or 
match statements to the person’s role.  
 

Lesson 7 – Historical Interpretation – Communication  
Show the children a range of pictures of Mayan Writing and ask them to discuss what this is and what it tells 
them about the Mayans– i.e. They had they own way of recording words and numbers.  They wrote on walls, 
pottery, stelae (stone pillars) and in books made of bark known as codices – There are only four left of these 
because they were burnt because it was believed the Mayans were Pagans and against God. Explain that it 
wasn’t until the 1950s that it was proved that the Mayans writing was a language. 
This was then translated so that more information could be found out. In books, children to write notes about what they have 
learnt regarding the Mayans recorded their information. Extension – Children to research Mayan Calendars.  
 

Lesson 8 – Knowledge & Understanding – Religion & Gods 
Read the information on slide 4 Plan Bee whilst asking the children to write key notes of information. In books, the children to 
relay some of the important key facts regarding religion and Gods.  
 

Lesson 9 – Communication & Organisation 
Ask the children to summarise their learning about the Mayans by working in small groups and creating a spider diagram on 
poster paper. Arrange a re-visit to the virtual Mayan to find out any additional interesting facts about the Mayans that they can 
add to their poster.  
 
 
 
 
 

1492AD 
Christopher 
Columbus 
first sailed 

from 
Europe to 
America. 

1519AD 
Spanish Explorers 
(Conquistadors) 

sailed to Mexico and met 
people called the Aztecs. 

They took over the land after 
two years.  

1521AD 
Mexico became a Spanish Colony. 

The Conquistadors went on to explore the land 
between North & South America called 

Mesoamerica. They met native people on their 
journey which they defeated because they felt 

they had more right to the land.   

1671AD 
It wasn’t 

however until 
150 years, that 
more European 
and Americans 
explored these 
ruins further.  



Autumn 1 – Year 6 Ancient Greece 
Lesson 1 – Chronological Understanding  
Explain to the children that they are going to learn about the period of time – Ancient Greece. Look at the timeline (with the 
blocks already pre-drawn on) and ask the children to work in pairs and identify the coloured blocks on this timeline which are 
the periods of time that the children have previously learnt about in Years 3, 4 & 5. Once they have completed this, the 
remaining block not labelled at the end of the activity will be Ancient Greece. Ask the children to read the timeline to identify 
the dates that Ancient Greece took place. What else was happening in the world or in Britain at this time? Take pictures as the 
children complete this recap exercise to stick in the children’s books as evidence for assessment.  
Activity: Give the children a blank timeline and ask them to add the blocks by colouring them in on the timeline and labelling the 
period of time – Stone Age (Y3) black- emphasise that this is the longest period of time represented by the arrow on the block, 
Bonze Age (Y3) brown, Iron Age (Y3) grey,  Ancient Egypt (Y3) yellow, Roman Britain (Y4) red, Anglo-Saxons(Y4) purple &, The 
Vikings (Y5) blue, The Mayans (Y5) orange, Ancient Greece (Y6) green. Extension: Ask questions such as which period of time 
was the longest in duration? Etc. Pencil guidelines may need to be drawn for SEN or low ability children.  
 

Lesson 2 – Historical Knowledge & Understanding   
Look at a map of Europe and identify where Great Britain is in comparison to Greece. Explain that in ancient times, Greece was 
not a unified country. It had no central government but instead the country was spilt up into city states called ‘Polis’. Each Polis 
had its own government and laws although everyone in Greece spoke the same language and had the same belief.  
 

Look at the map on slide 2, page 3 of Plan Bee Resources and explain that two of the most powerful city states at this time was 
Athens and Sparta. Read the information about both cities on pages 4 – 7 and discuss the similarities and differences between 
these cities.  Watch the video to support this learning - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2wd6cu3GDFw  
Activity 1: In books, the children to have a map of Europe and circle Greece/Great Britain on this map, a map taken from page 3 
and label Athens and Sparta on this map and then a short paragraph explaining Polis and that Greece was not a unified country.  
Activity 2: Children to list of similarities between the two cities (i.e. everyone same language and same belief) and differences 
(Use the headings: Location, Local God, Jobs, Economy, Government, Women, Slaves & Education when listing the differences) 
OR ask the children to work in groups and make large posters showing the differences which can be added to the working wall.  
 

Teacher Challenge Question: Which city would they prefer to live in and why?  
 

Lesson 3 – Historical Knowledge & Understanding   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52ncAgGnB5s  
Explain to the children that at the end of the video last week when summarising, it referred to there being democracy in ancient 
Athens. This was because Athens opted to choose culture over war but because of this they were seen as a weaker opposition 
for other nations who attacked frequently.   
 

There were two types of democracy in Ancient Athens: The Assembly & The Council. However, both of these were made up of 
only men that had Greek descent/origin, were over the age of 18 and that had completed their military training.  
Women, children, metics and slaves were not allowed to have a say in either The Assembly or the Council.  
 

Nothing became law until everyone able to vote had voted at The Assembly. Attendance was compulsory. 
Eglible citizens would assemble (on a dusty hill called the Pnyx) and announced any now decree such as  
going to war, they announced anyone who has recently been granted citizenship 
decide the city’s laws, going to war, any newly elected officials, if any new legislation had been passed and if there was any 
political crime they needed to trail. The meeting was organised by a citizen speaking for the time it took water to run from one 
jar into another. When this water clock ran out, it was someone else’s turn. 
 

Once a year, there would be an Ostracism which was meeting to discuss the fate of people guilty of law-breaking. Each man 
would write a name on a broken bit of pottery called an ‘ostracon’. Anyone named more than 6000 times would be removed 
from the city. would be involved in this meeting with punishments being issued including death. Citizens could also vote to get 
rid of people they disliked.  
 

The council was made up of 500 citizens, who were voted each year. The council decided what things would be discussed and 
be voted on in The Assembly.  There were 9 presidents which took charge of organising the events and also counting the votes 
once they had taken place.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Activity 1: Children to write a short paragraph about democracy in ancient Athens. At the end of this paragraph, the children 
should conclude by saying whether they feel the systems in Athens really was democracy and explain why.   
 

Activity 2: Children to cut and stick the images above and explain what these images are showing and their relevance.  
 

Teacher Challenge Question: how is democracy different today in Britain?  
 
   



Lessons 4 & 5 – Historical Interpretation    
 

Ask the children to look at the drawings on the pieces of pottery below and infer what the images on the pottery are telling us 
about Greek warfare 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Greeks had both armies and navies. Battles were fierce. Wars between Polis has to be prepared if they wanted to retrain 
control of their state. Explain that as the population became bigger, farmland became scarcer which led to dome ancient Greeks 
attacking and taking over locations where land was good fertile.   
 

Activity 1: Children to stick in the pictures of the artefacts and infer what this tells them about warfare during ancient Greek.  
 

Introduce the term hoplite, which is an infantry (specialist) solider. Hoplites were the first soldiers to fight in an organised and 
strategic manner.  Explain that the image below shows a formation that the soldiers would do so that they were stronger 
against the enemy. This formation was called a Phalanx.  In battle, the hoplites would line up in ranks and locked their shields 
together with just their spears pointing over the top. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g1TJzu4AElQ&list=RDCMUC510QYlOlKNyhy_zdQxnGYw&index=1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 2:  Children to explain what the two images above are showing with regard to hoplites.  
 

Teacher Challenge Questions: What was different about hoplites in Sparta.  
 

Look at slide 3, page 9 on Plan Bee Resources and look at the armour that a hoplite would wear. Also, look at some of the 
weapons that the hoplite would use in battle.  Further information can be found at: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39/articles/zckr4wx  
 

Activity 3: Children to label the armour of a hoplite and the three weapons that they would use in battle – catapult, crossbow 
and battering ram.  
 

Look at the information on slide 3, page 11 of Plan Bee Resources and learn about the triremes and how these were used in 
battle.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIgejqihk3c  
 

Activity 4: Children to write a paragraph about the ancient Greek navy.  
 
 

Lesson 6 - Historical Interpretation & Knowledge & Understanding (There is an attached PowerPoint in shared drive for this 
lesson)  
Explain that the Greeks had many gods that they worshipped. The most important Gods however were those that the Greeks 
lived on Mount Olympus in the north of Greece. Ask the children to look at the two images below and  
infer what is happening in these images – i.e. sacrificing  
of animals. Read the information in the PowerPoint and  
then look at 5 of the main Olympian Gods.  
Activity 1: Children to show Mount Olympus on the map and 
explain why this location was so important. To name some 
of the main Gods and what these represented.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 7 
Watch the video about Olympic games and make notes. At the end of the video discuss the information shared in the video 
about the introduction of the Olympic games. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VdHHus8IgYA 
 

Activity 1: Children to order the events below on a period timeline in their books.  

 

 
Activity 2: The children to write information about the Olympics or produce an informative poster about them.  
 

Lesson 8: Historical Enquiry   
Children to carry out research into what else happened during ancient Greece which has influenced life today for example in 
this unit the children have already spoke about democracy and the Olympics. In books, children to identify all of these different 
aspects.   
 

Big Write Ideas:  
Greek Mythological – Looking at the stories of Theseus and the Minotaur, Medusa and the Gorgons & King Midas and the 
Golden Touch  
 

The story of the Trojan War  
 

Key Words for knowledge Organiser:  
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Democracy 
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Ostracism 
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