
 
 
 

          “For Every Child to Reach their Potential  
             and Live Life in all its Fullness.” 

 
 
Policy: Music  
Policy Written: September 2019  
Policy Renewed:  

September 2020  No amendments  

Next Renew Date: September 2021 
 

Intent:  
The intent of the Music Curriculum is to provide the children with plenty of opportunities to learn, apply and strengthen their 
musical skills of listen & appraise, composition, singing, improvisation, playing a musical instrument and in performance.  
 

It is also the intent of the Music Curriculum for children to learn about different styles, traditions and times of Music and to 
develop their knowledge of different composers. In addition, for children to experience Music in different ways such as going to 
a concert, watching a band or viewing live orchestra performance.  
 

Implementation: 
The school will engage in weekly 30-minute music lessons each term.  
 

In Early Years, the children will access Music on a daily basis via the singing of rhymes, having a musical area within the 
continuous provision and by being involved with whole school events such as Singing Worship and watching performances. This 
is to support them in achieving the Early Learning Goals of: 
 

Expressive Arts & Design:  
30-50 Months:  

- Enjoys joining in with dancing and ring games.  

- Sings a few familiar songs.  

- Begins to move rhythmically.  

- Imitates movement in response to music.  

- Taps out simple repeated rhythms.  

- Explores and learns how sounds can be changed.  
40 – 60 Months:  

- Has a repertoire of songs and dances. 

- Explores the different sounds of instruments.  
ELG: 

- Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. 
From Year 1 to Year the school will follow the long-term plan below, using the Churranga Scheme of Work for lesson guidance 
and guidance. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Listen & 
Appraise Unit: 

Musical 
Instrument Unit 1: 

Listen & Appraise 
Unit: 

Composition Unit: Listen, Appraise 
/Research Unit: 

Musical 
Instrument 

Unit 2: 

Year 1 Old School  
Hip-Hop 
Hey You! 

Percussion 
 

Latin 
Hey You! 

Composition on a untuned 
instrument or tuned instrument (one 

note) 
 

Crochet, Quaver & Crochet Rest 
 

Recording on a Simple Grid 

Reggae  
Zootime  

Percussion 

Year 2 South African 
Hands, Feet, 

Heart  

Glockenspiel 
 

Rock  
I Wanna Play in a 

Band 

Rock/Pop 
The Beatles - 

Blackbird 

Glockenspiel 

Year 3 Disco 
Bringing Us 

Together 

Ukulele 
 

Music Around the 
World 

The Dragon Song 
 

Composition on a tuned instrument 
(one/two notes).  

 
Minim, Minim & Minim Rest 

 
Recording on a Note & 

Representation Grid 

Research into 
Song Writers 

Overtime. 

Ukulele 

Year 4 Pop 
Abba – Mamma 

Mia 

Recorder 
 

Gospel  
Lean on Me 

  Research into 
Contemporary 
Song Writers 

Recorder 

Year 5 Rock  
Livin on A Prayer 

Keyboard 
 

Pop Ballads  
Make You Feel My 

Love 

Composition on a tuned instrument. 
 

Semibreve & Semibreve Rest 
 

Recording Music on a Stave 

Research into 
Classical 

Composers  

Keyboard 

Year 6 Motown  
Dancing in the 

Street 

Guitar 
 

Jazz 
 

Research into  
Film Composers 
 

Guitar 



 
Classical Composers  
*Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750)  
*Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 – 
1791)   
*Ludwig van Beethoven (1770 – 1827)  
*Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840 – 1893)  
*Richard Wagner (1813 – 1883) 
*Johannes Brahms (1833 – 1897)   
*Franz Schubert (1797 – 1828)  
*Robert Schumann (1810 – 1856) 
 
 
 

Song Composers Overtime 
Paul McCartney, John Lennon 
George Harrison, Carole King 
Bob Marley, Bob Dylan 
Stevie Wonder, James Brown 
Buddy Holly, Dolly Parton 
Michael Jackson, David Bowie 
Johnny Cash, Neil Diamond  
Elton John, Madonna  
Jimi Hendrix, Queen  

Film Composers  
John Williams – Star Wars, E.T, 
Superman, The Empire Strikes Back & 
Jurassic Park Sound Tracks  
John Barry – GoldFinger – James Bond 
Elmer Bernstein – The Great Escape & 
Ghostbusters 
Hans Zimmer – The Dark Knight Rises – 
Batman & Pirates of the Caribbean  
James Horner – Titanic Soundtrack  
 

Contemporary Song Composers  
Ed Sheeran  
Stomzy (Grime) 
Gary Barlow 
Taylor Swift  
Sam Smith  
George Ezra 
Pink 
Lorde 
Adele  
 

 

Unit Information: 
Listen & Appraise Unit: This unit will involve the children: Listening to a piece of music, engaging in a discussion about this music 
(which will also include identification of particular concepts of this music such as tempo, timbre, dynamics etc), singing, 
improvising and performing.  
 

Musical Instrument Unit: This unit will involve the children learning to play an instrument and learning to play a tune/song, 
which they will perform at the end of the unit.  
 

Composition Unit: This unit will involve the children composing a piece of music on a tuned or untuned instrument and 
performing this to their peers.  
 

KS2 Research Unit: This unit will allow the children to engage in research of different composers and song writers overtime and 
to discuss the influence that they had on society.  
 
Retaining & Recalling Previous Knowledge & Skills:  
To ensure that: 

 The children remember the long-term content.  

 The children understanding that they are systematically learning. 

 The children can integrate new knowledge into larger concepts. 
 

The school has implemented the following system, which is adhered to each lesson.  
 

At the start of each Music lesson, the children consult their Class Music Diary so that they can recap on prior learning, skills and 
use of vocabulary. If, however, this is the first lesson in the unit, time will be spent looking back at all of the Music Units 
completed overtime. This is so that the children can see if there are any previous skills or learning that can be transferred to this 
new unit.  
 

During each Music lesson, notes will be added to a Music Class Diary.  
 

Music Class Dairies: 
 
Below is an example of how learning will be recorded in the class diary for the Listening & Appraise Units.  
 

Unit:  
Listening & Appraising  

Date: 
Year Group:  

What style of music did we study in 
this unit?  
What did we learn about this style 
of music?  

 

When appraising, what musical concepts did you talk 
about?  

Watch your performance – 
What were the strengths of 
your performance?  

 

If you performed 
again, what would 
you improve?  

 

 
Below is an example of how learning will be recorded in the class diary for Playing an Instrument Unit.  
 

Unit:  
Playing an Instrument  

Date: 
Year Group:  

What instrument are we learning to play?  
What did we learn about playing this 
instrument?  

 

What did we learn about reading and 
following music in this unit?  
 

Watch your 
performance: What 
were the strengths of 
your performance?  

 

If you performed 
again, what would 
you improve?  

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
Below is an example of how learning will be recorded in the class diary for the Composition Unit.  
 

Unit:  
Composition  

Date: 
Year Group:  

What did we learn about composing 
music in this unit?  

 

What did we learn about writing music in this 
unit?  

What did you like about 
your composed piece of 
music?  
 

 

If you composed 
another piece of 
music, what 
would you 
improve?  

 

Below is an example of how learning will be recorded in the class diaries for the Research Unit in KS2.  
 

Unit:  
Research   

Date: 
Year Group:  

What composers / song writers have we learnt about in this 
unit? What information did we gather?  

 

 

What is inspirational 
about these composers / 
song writers?  
 

 

 
Extended Opportunities:  
In addition to weekly Music lessons, the children will also:   

- Enjoy regular live musical performances throughout the year. For Example: Listening to the brass band at Christmas, 
watching a theatre performance, taking part in or watching Hindsford’s Got Talent, listening to music being played.  

- Participate in Singing Worship each week. 

- Have the opportunity to attend music workshops at Fred Longworth High School. 

- Receive private lessons on the keyboard afterschool.  

- Perform for members of the community – i.e. Carol signing, singing at the local church, class assemblies, visiting 
residential homes etc.  

 
Equal Opportunities, Special Needs & Racial Equality: 
All children should have equal access to the music curriculum in line with the schools Equal Opportunities Policy, Special Needs 
Policy and Racial Equality Policy. Teachers can aim to provide effective learning opportunities for all pupils by: 
 

 Setting suitable learning challenges. 

 Responding to pupils diverse learning, religious and cultural needs. 

 Overcoming potential barriers to learning for individuals and groups. 
 

If necessary, the SENCO and the Music co-ordinator will advise teachers on teaching activities relevant to pupils with additional 
needs including able pupils. 
 

Impact: 

The intended impact of the Music Curriculum is that the majority of children in each year group are working at or above the 
expected level for their age. (At the end of each unit, the teacher will carry out assessment linked to the progression in skills 
document) 
 

In addition, it is the intended impact that the children: 
 

 are inspired by the Music Curriculum and want to learn more. 

 show the progression in their skills, knowledge and understanding in their performance, class record book and class 
diary.  

 can discuss their learning and remember what they have learnt. 

 can identify some composers and song writers of different styles and talk about the impact that their 
composing/writing has had on the world. 

 
 
 
 



 
Monitoring: 
The effectiveness of the Music Curriculum with be assessed via a triangulation of speaking with the pupils/teachers, looking at 
work in class music books and the class music diary and via lesson observations/learning walks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When speaking to the children/teachers, questions will be focused on how much the children have remembered about their 
learning and built on prior learning. 
 
 
 
 


