
Geography Medium Term Plan 2020 - 2021 
Year 1 Investigating Our Street - SS427PR Investigating the UK - SS344ER Urban (Towns & Cities), Rural & Costal Towns in the UK 

 Lesson 1:  
What street do you live on? (Class teacher to list the 
streets) Show the children a map of the local area (Digi 
maps) and ask them to find their street on the map.  
 

Look at different types of houses. Ask the children to 
think about their street and what type of houses are on 
their street (Prior to the lesson, ask them to bring in a 
picture of their street) types of houses etc. Are there 
any community buildings on their street i.e. school, 
church etc. Children to describe their street.  
 

Lesson 2:  
Look at an aerial map of the local area – identify the 
school and other buildings on this map.  
 

Lesson 3: 
Talk to the children about what physical and human 
features are. Ask the children to sort real life pictures of 
human and physical features in the area for the children 
to sort.   
 

Lesson 4: (Walk of the Local Area) 
Give the children a map of the route that they are going 
to follow and a checklist of human and physical features 
for them to tick off when they see them. Take 
photographs.  
 

Lesson 5: 
What could make our street better? Talk about issues 
such as: litter, traffic, lack of facilities & fouling and the 
impact that these have on their street.  
 

Lesson 6:  
Talk to the children about what can be done to improve 
their street – i.e. design a poster to stop littering, asking 
cars to go slower etc. Explore how this will help.  
 

Big Write Link:  
Write a recount of the walk. 
Write a letter about a current issue to the council asking 
for this to improve.  

Building on Prior Learning: Our Street Y1 Unit – In this unit the children learnt 
that they live in house (detached / semi-detached etc) which is in their street. 
They also found their street on a map of the local area.  
 

Lesson 1:  
Ask the children what county their street is in and what 
borough this is in. Explain that the word borough means – what 
part of the UK it is in. Key learning: Me, My Home, My Street, 
My Borough (Wigan), My Country (The UK). 
 
 
 
 
Lesson 2:  
Look at a map of the world / globe and circle where the UK is 
on this map. Ask the children to colour in the UK on the blank 
world map in their books. Ask the children to mark on a blank 
map of the UK where Wigan is on this map.  
 

Lesson 3:  
Name and label the four countries and capital cities of the UK 
and link these to their associated flags.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncqDJW4EhmE – Song 
about the four countries.  
 

Lesson 4:  
Talk about what a compass is and how to use this. What are 
the points on a compass –Introduce the 4 points of a compass: 
North, South, East and West.  
Look at a map of the UK with a compass guide. Describe where 
each country is by using the compass i.e. England is south of 
the UK – How can we describe Northern Ireland?  
 

Lessons 5 & 6:  
Carry out research into England, Northern Ireland, Scotland 
and Wales, in particular: The tallest mountain in that country, 
the longest river, landmarks etc. Create an information board 
for each country of real photographs and then present to each 
other in the class. 

Building on Prior Learning: Investigate the UK Y1 Unit – In this unit the 
learnt that the UK is made up of four countries and named the capital 
cities of these countries.) 

 

Lesson 1:  
Look at a map of the UK and plot the four capital cities 
onto this map using prior learning. Ask the children to 
look at pictures of these cities and infer what a capital 
city would be like to live in – i.e. busy, lots of people, 
lots of buildings etc) Explain that areas which have lots 
of buildings and people in are urban areas. Show the 
children other pictures of urban areas. Wigan is Urban.  
 

Ask the children wheat is the opposite of busy i.e. quiet, 
what the opposites of lots of i.e. few. Show the children 
pictures of rural areas across the UK and infer what it 
would be like to live in a rural area.    

Lesson 2: 
Recap over rural and urban and then explain there is 
one other type of area to live in the UK, which is by the 
sea. Look at a map of the UK and explain that if a town 
has a coast, this referred to as a costal town. Look at 
pictures of different coastal towns.    
 

Lesson 3: 
On a map, identify some costal, rural and urban places 
to live - Refer to the 4 points of a compass to describe 
location. Ask the children where they would like to live 
and why?  
 

(Visit to a rural, costal or city/town) 
Weather in the UK 

Lesson 1: Explore the four different seasons in the UK 
with the children and why the weather is as it is. 
Introduce the word Equator.  
 

Lesson 2: Complete a Weather Diary/Temperature Map 
– Plot on a graph. 
 

Lesson 3: What is good about the weather in the UK? 
Make links with crops and growing food with regard to 
the land.  
 
 



Year 2 Investigating Our World - SS257ER Antarctica – Cold Country - PR12D2 Kenya – Hot Country 

 Building on Prior Learning: Our Street & Investigating the UK Y1 Units – 
In these units the children learnt that they live in a house which is in 
their street, which is in the borough of Wigan, which is in the UK. The 
children also learnt that there are four counties that make up the UK 
and learnt the capital cities of these countries. They looked at a world 
map and located the UK on this map as well as a map of the UK to 
labelled the four different countries. In the Weather Y1 Unit, the 
children learnt about the equator and what this means regarding 
weather.  
 

Lesson 1:  
Discuss what a continent and that the world is made up 
of 7 continents. Look at a map of the world and label 
these 7 continents – List these and show them on a 
map. Refer to the 4 points of a compass to describe 
location. What continent do the children live in?  
 

Lesson 2:  
Recap on the seven continents of the world. Piece a 
jigsaw together to make up a map of the world and ask 
questions such as: Which is the largest continent? 
Which is the smallest? Which continents are positioned 
across the equator? Which continents are in the North 
Hemi-sphere, which are in the Southern Hemisphere?  
 

Lesson 3:  
Look at a blank world map and label the 5 oceans and 
label using an atlas to find the information.  
 

Lesson 4:  
Talk to the children more about the equator and then 
look at the position of the continents and infer what the 
temperature would be like in each continent - hot or 
cold? Tricky Learning: North America & Asia as these are 
large continents both and near far to the equator.  
 

Barnaby Bear – Going on his travels. Depending on 
which continent he is visiting – What should he pack?  
 

Lesson 5:  
Look at the 7 man made wonders of the world. Which 
continents would you find these 7 wonders in?  
 

Lesson 6: 
Look at the natural wonders of the world and talk about 
these being created by Earth. Which continents would 
you find these natural wonders in?  
 

Building on Prior Learning: In the Weather Y1 Unit, the children learnt about the 
equator linked to UK weather, In Investigating Our World Y2 Unit, the children 
learnt the temperature of different continents are different according to their 
position to the equator.  
 

Lesson 1:  
Recap session of the 7 continents and what the children can 
remember about the type of weather in each continent. Look 
at a picture of the Antarctica – What continent could this place 
be in? How do you know?  
 

Look at a map of the world – Label Antarctica and then answer 
questions such as: Which hemisphere is Antarctica in? Use the 
4 points of a compass to describe location. Why is this a cold 
country?  
If you were visiting this country, what would wear?  
 

Lesson 2:  
Watch the video PowerPoint 4 Super Scheme. Create a mind 
map of facts about the Antarctica gained from watching the 
video. Use answer sheet 7 – What did you see?  
 

Lesson 3:  
(Artic Wildlife) Look at the different animals you will see in 
Antarctica. How do these animals survive in such extreme 
conditions?  
 

Lesson 4:  
How would a human survive in Antarctica?  Carry out a hot 
seating activity asking questions about the conditions of living.  
 

Lesson 5: 
What is the difference between living in the UK than living in 
Antarctica?  
 

Lesson 6:  
What are the current issues with Antarctica? – Global warming, 
melting of icebergs – Explore why this is a danger. Look at ariel 
view maps of before and after.  
 

Lesson 7:  
What can we do about global warming?  
 

Big Write Link:  
Write a description of an artic animal and how it adapts to 
living in such cold conditions.  
Write a persuasive letter/poster to help stop global warming. 
(Visit to a Zoo - Artic Animals / Museum or Chill Factor) 

Building on Prior Learning: In the Weather Y1 Unit, the children learnt 
about the equator linked to UK weather, In Investigating Our World Y2 
Unit, the children learnt about the temperature of different continents 
and how these differ according to their position to the equator. 
Lesson 1:  
Recap session of the 7 continents and what the children 
can remember about the type of weather in each 
continent. Look at a picture of a place in Kenya– What 
continent could this place be in? How do you know?  
 

Look at a map of the world – Label Africa and then 
where Kenya is in Africa. Answer questions such as: 
Which hemisphere is Kenya in? Use the 4 points of a 
compass to describe location.  Why is this a hot 
country? What countries does Kenya have a joint 
boundary with?  
 

Lesson 2: 
Explore the climate of Kenya.  
 

Lesson 3:  
Compare the climate of Kenya with that of the UK.    

Lesson 4:  
Look at a map of Kenya and ask the children to use the 
key on this map to explore the lakes and rivers. Which is 
the largest lake – How do you know?  
 

Lesson 5: 
Look at a map of Kenya and ask the children to use the 
key on this map to explore transport. How many 
airports does Kenya have? Where is the railway? Can 
you get to Kenya via boat? Etc.  
 

Lesson 6:  
Look at the different animals you will see in Kenya. How 
do these animals survive in the hot conditions? Are any 
of these animals endangered – why?  
 
 

Big Write Link:  
Write a description of an animal in Kenya.  
Create a leaflet about going on safari in Kenya. 
Write a persuasive letter/poster to help protect 
endangered animals.  
 
 

(Visit to Knowsley Safari Park)  



 
Year 3 Investigating Our Town - SS428PR Looking at Europe – No Code - Disc World Trade / Fair Trade – SS378BB 

 Building on Prior Learning: Our Street & Investigating the UK Y1 Units – In these units the 
children learnt that they live in a house which is in their street, which is in the borough Wigan, 
which is in the UK. The children also learnt that there are four counties that make up the UK and 
the capital cities of these countries. They also looked at a world map and located the UK on this 
map as well as a map of the UK which they labelled the four different countries on.   
 

Lesson 1: 
Recap that there are four countries that make up 
the UK. Explain that within each country, 
there are different counties – 82 in England, 33 
in Scotland, 23 in Wales and 6 in Northern Ireland. Look at these counties 
drawn on a map of the UK and identify where Greater Manchester - Colour 
& label this on a blank map.   
 
Explain that in each county, there are boroughs. Look at 
a map of Greater Manchester showing the boroughs and 
ask the children to circle the borough Wigan.  
 
Explain that in each borough, there are towns. Look at a 
map of Wigan showing the towns and ask the children to 
circle Atherton, where they live. Introduce reading of an 
OS map, 6 figure grid reference. 
 

Lesson 2:  
Explain that every borough has a main town centre. Look at an ordnance 
survey map of Wigan Town Centre and list what this town has. 
https://www.az.co.uk/wigan-a-z-street-atlas.html  
 

Lesson 3:  
Why would a town need such amenities? i.e. transporting goods, jobs, 
visitors & trade etc.  
 

Lesson 4:  
Learn how to read an ordnance survey map to four points identifying where 
exactly where to find different locations.  
 

Lesson 5: (Fieldwork-Atherton)  
Visit Atherton town centre .Record amenities/shops seen on fieldwork 
record sheet.On return to school compare amenities to Wigan town centre. 
( Use comparison sheet in resource drawer) 
 

Lesson 6:  
Create a presentation about the importance of a town to a borough. 
 

Big Write Link: Persuasive Leaflet encouraging people to visit Wigan.  

Building on Prior Learning: Investigating our World Y2 Unit – In this unit, 
the children learnt about the 7 continents and 5 oceans of the world. They 
looked at the 7 human wonders of the world and also some natural 
wonders of the world. In the Antarctica & Kenya Y2 Units, the children 
learnt about the equator and effect that this has on the temperature of 
these places.  
 

Lesson 1:  
Look at a map of the world and identify where the continent 
Europe is. Ask the children if they know any countries that are 
in Europe. Look at Activity Sheet 1 and using an atlas label the 
countries on the blank map.  
Introduce the 8 points of a compass to locate countries in 
Europe. 
Lesson 2:  
Recap over the countries that the children labelled last week. 
Ask the children to look at the map and list which are the 10 
largest countries in Europe by looking at the map. Read a 
table/chart to identify the actual largest countries with regard 
to landmass. Repeat this process with regard to population.  
 
Lesson 3:  
Using the list of 10 largest countries in Europe, learn the 
capital cities of these countries. What is a capital city?  
 
Lessons 4 & 5: 
Look at a map of Europe and ask the children to identify any 
countries that they have visited on holiday in Europe. Why 
did they choose this destination? What language was spoken 
in this country? What currency did they use? In small groups, 
create mini maps of popular destinations in Europe – France, 
Italy, Turkey, Portugal & Spain - Facts to include – currency, 
borders, food, flag, human landmarks, physical landmarks etc.  
 
Lesson 6:  
Explain that because the school studies French, today the 
children are going to map a route to travel to Paris from 
Wigan, travelling via the ferry. Print of a road atlas of both 
Britain and France for the children to highlight the roads that 
will drive along from Wigan to Dover and then Calais to Paris 
– What roads will they drive along– Motorway, A Road, Toll 
Road etc.  How long will the ferry take? Use AA Map Routing 
to find out how long the drive will take.  

Building on Prior Learning: Investigating the UK Y3 Unit 
– Learning about the importance of a town and 
transport into the town for visitors / trade.  
 

Lesson 1:  
On each table, place different items – food, 
clothing, pictures of cars, products etc. Ask 
the children to investigate where these 
items were manufactured /produced and 
mark this on a large map of the world. At 
the end of the activity ask the children what 
they have learnt from his activity.  
 

Lesson 2:  
Explore what the word ‘Trade’ means and 
the words export and 
import. Carry out 
research into the most 
popular imports into 
the UK - i.e. Machinery, Vehicles, Mineral 
Fuels – Oil, Gems/Precious Metals, 
Pharmaceuticals, Clothing and Medical 
Apparatus etc. Explore why these are 
important to the UK.  
 

Lesson 3:  
Carry out research into what the UK Exports 
– Read a graph to obtain this information.  
 

Lesson 4:  
Discuss how goods are transported to and 
from the UK. Watch a video which shows 
the journey of a product from a different 
country to the UK.  
 

Lesson 5:  
Talk about and explore some current issues 
with trade being unfair. Look at some 
example of this and then talk about fair 
trade the work that this does.  
 
 

Lesson 6: (Visit to the Supermarket – 
Fairtrade Link) 
 



Year 4 Rainforests – BC15A3 Climates & Biomes – SS379SC Food for Thought – PF10B2 

 Building on Prior Learning: Investigating Our 
World Y2 Unit – The Equator & Continents, 
Temperature linked to the closeness of the 
equator. Southern Hemisphere and Northern 
Hemisphere. 
 
Lesson 1:  
Identify on a world map the tropics 
and where the rainforests are located 
within these tropics. Label these 
rainforests on a map. Locate using 
the 8 points of a compass. 
What is the largest rainforest? How 
can you tell this from the map?  
 

Lesson 2:  
Carry out research into the climate of 
the tropics. Table/Chart reading of 
the climate through-out the year.  
 

Lesson 3:  
Explore the structure / different 
layers of a rainforest – Emergent, 
Canopy, Understory & Forest Floor.  
 

Lesson 4:  
What animals live in the rainforest? – 
Why would you not find these 
animals in the UK? Extension – What 
vegetation is in the rainforest?  
 

Lesson 5:  
Carry out research into why 
rainforests are important? 
 

Lesson 6:  
What are current tissues with 
rainforests? What can we do to 
protect the rainforest? Look at an 
aerial view map of before and after.  
 

Big Write Link:  
Write a non-chronological report 
about the Rainforest 
Write a description of animal that 
could be found in the rainforest.  

Building on Prior Learning: Rainforest Y4 Unit – In this unit, the children learnt 
about the position of the equator and the Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of 
Capricorn. They also learnt about the climate in these tropics. Antarctic and 
Kenya Y2 Units looked at animals linked to hot and cold countries and how 
these animals adapt to living in these conditions.  
 

Lesson 1: 
Look at the map on page 4 of the Superscheme book. Talk to 
the children about the meaning of word climate and identify 
different climate zones – Equatorial Climate, Tropical Climate, 
Hot Desert Climate, Temperate Climate & Polar Climate. 
Research into what each of these zones means. Clarify the 
difference between climate and weather. Activity Sheet 1.  
 

Lesson 2:  
Look at and read information from climate graphs. Talk about 
climates being, hot or cold and wet or dry. Look at Activity 
Sheet 2 and identify whether the graph shows a hot/cold or 
wet/dry climate. Use PowerPoint 1. Extension Activity: What 
climate do I live in?  
 

Lesson 3:  
Learn what a biome is i.e. It is a large area of Earth that has a 
certain climate and, as a result, has certain types of living 
things – i.e. Plants (Vegetation) and animals. Explore different 
biomes by looking at pictures of these and sorting them into 
tundra, forests, grasslands, and deserts. Use PowerPoint 2.  
 

Lesson 4:  
Split the class into different groups and give them a particular 
climate which the children have to carry out research into 
some of the plants and animals that would live in climate. 
Children to present their feedback. Activity Sheet 3.  
 

Lesson 5:  
Show the children a picture of an animal and the climate and 
biome that it lives in. Talk about how this animal adapts to be 
able to survive in climate.  
 

Lesson 6:   
Talk about climate change, referring back to the work the 
children did in Y2 about the ice in the Antarctica melting.  
Look at What difference would changing this climate make to 
life in each biome?  
 

 Building on Prior Learning: Investigating Our World Y2 Unit – The children learnt the position of the 
equator and the temperature of the land linked to the closeness of the equator. They also learn 
about the Southern and Northern Hemispheres. Climates & Biomes Y4 Unit, the children learnt that 
certain plants grow in different climates. World Trade Y3 Unit, the children learnt how food is 
imported and exported in the UK. They also learnt that food comes from different places around the 
world.  
 

Lesson 1: 
Place the ingredients for a full breakfast on the childrens tables – i.e. sausages, 
eggs, beans, tomatoes, mushrooms, black pudding etc. and ask the children to read 
the packaging to find where the food has been produced. Ask the children to mark 
these places on a world map. Why does food not just come from the UK?  
Lesson 2:  
How is food transported safely? Look at one of the product from last week and 
discuss how this food has been imported to the UK safely. Plot the journey on a 
map.  
Lesson 3:  
How is our food made – From crop to food – Look at the production of 
chocolate/bread and how this product is made/packaged/transported and sold.   
Lesson 4:  
Explore what could affect the availability of a particular food – for example if there 
was a flood, fire, drought period, natural disaster, pesticides, transport issues etc. 
Explore also the effect that this would have on trade if there becomes a shortage of 
food – panic buying, less variety/choice, businesses losing money, businesses 
(shops, farmers, factory workers, transporters etc) closing, using stored stock, 
hunger etc?  
Lesson 5:  
Explore the issue of world hunger and poverty – Look at the grid on the following 
link and ask the children to explain what this graph tells them. Why is there a 
shortage of food in these areas?  
https://www.worldhunger.org/world-hunger-and-poverty-facts-and-
statistics/#definitions  
Talk about the effects of malnourishment and hunger.  
Lesson 6:  
Look at possible solutions to World Hunger. Discuss both short term and long-term 
solutions. Look into a specific area of poverty to see what the children could do to 
help.  
Big Write Link:  
Informative writing on world poverty and hunger. 
Explanation writing – the production of a food.  
 
(Visit to a Farm – From Crop to Product) 
Prior to visit use 6 figure grid reference to locate farm on an OS map. Plan the 
shortest route. 



 



 

Year 
5 

Investigating the UK Part 2 – SW50A6 Investigating Latitude & Longitude - North America & South America – 
SS562SC 

The Lake District – 
Mountains, Forests & Rivers in 

the UK – Fieldwork SS359AT 
 Building on Prior Learning: Our Street & Investigating the UK Y1 Units – In these units the children 

learnt that they live in a house which is in their street, which is in the borough of Wigan, which is in 
the UK. The children also learnt that there are four counties that make up the UK and the capital 
cities of these countries. In addition, they looked at a world map and located the UK on this map as 
well as labelled the four different countries and the capital cities on a map of the UK. Investigating 
the UK Part 1 Y3 Unit – In this unit, the children learnt that there are different counties in the UK 
and within these counties there are different boroughs. Within every borough, there are different 
towns. In the Rural, Costal & Urban Y1 Unit, the children learnt the meaning of these terms and 
looked at pictures of some well-known destinations.  
 

Lesson 1: Recap Lesson 
Give the children both a map of the world and a map of the UK and ask them to recall all of 
their prior knowledge by answering questions and labelling the map. 
 

Lesson 2:  
Look at a map of the UK which shows the population. Ask the children to read the map to 
identify the most populated country in the UK. Locate using the 8 points of the compass. 
How do they know? Why do they think that this part of the UK is more populated than 
others? Look at a line graph of population and ask the children to identify what has 
happened to the population of people in the UK and explain why – i.e. There has been an 
increase because due to improved health care – NHS, Improved lifestyles, more births than 
deaths and increase in the number of immigrants etc.  
 

Lesson 3:  
Recap Lesson & Extension - In Year 3, the children learnt about counties in the UK (82 in 
England, 33 in Scotland, 23 in Wales and 6 in Northern Ireland). Look at a map of the UK with 
the identified counties on it, can the children locate Greater Manchester? Look at map of 
Greater Manchester with the identified boroughs on it, can the children locate Wigan? Look 
at a map of Wigan, can the children locate the town Atherton? Ask the children to identify 
the neighbouring towns to Atherton and the neighbouring boroughs to Wigan. In addition to 
the neighbouring counties to Greater Manchester by using different maps. Explore what is 
the difference between county, borough & town. 
 

Lesson 3:  
Recap over what coastal, urban and rural towns are and how these differ from each other. 
Ask the children to locate some of these types of towns on a map of the UK and explain the 
location of these by referring to a map compass i.e. Cornwall is a coastal town in the south 
west of the UK. Wigan is an urban in the West Midlands of the UK.  
 

Lesson 4 & 5:  
Split the class into three groups and ask them to research into a given town 
Coastal Town – Cornwall / Urban Town – Bolton / Rural Town – Cronston/Eccleston by 
looking at the population, landmass, amenities etc. Children to make mini-maps of facts 
about this town. Using an 8-point compass, describe where these places are in the UK.  
 

Lesson 6:  
Children to present their mini-maps and then collectively compare the differences and 
similarities between the three locations. 

Building on Prior Learning: Investigating Y2 Our World Unit, the children learnt about the 7 
continents and 5 oceans. They also learnt about the northern and southern hemispheres and the 
position of the equator. Y4 Biomes & Climates Unit, the children learnt the different climate 
zones across the world and what continents are associated with these zones.  
 

Lesson 1:  
Look at a map of the world and recap on the different continents, oceans and adding the 
equator and the Tropic of Cancer & Capricorn lines. Identify North & South America 
(Activity Sheet 4). Discuss the fact that there are 23 countries in North America (United Sates of 
America, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago, El Salvador, 
Honduras, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Haiti, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, San Lucia, Antigua and Barbuda, Grenada, Saint Kitts and 

Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Dominica) Confirm that The United States of America, 
Canada and Mexico have the largest with regard to landmass and label these 3 
countries on a map of America. Discuss that there are 12 countries? in South America 
(Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, Guyana, Paraguay, 
Chile, Suriname, Bolivia and 3 territories; South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands, 
Falkland Islands & French Guiana) Confirm that Brazil, Argentina & Peru have the 
largest landmass and label these on a map of America.  
Lesson 2:  
Recap over what a manmade and natural landmark is -- Look at some manmade and 
natural landmarks across America and identify where these are located. For example: The 
Statue of Liberty (Manmade) = The United States of America in North America. Identify the 
location of this landmark on a map. Other landmarks to consider are – Iguazu Falls, Torres 
del Paine, Perito Moreno Glacier, Uyuni Salt Flat, Amazon Rainforest, Fitz Roy, Grand 
Canyon, the Golden Gate Bridge & The Empire State Building etc. 
 

Lesson 3:  
Discuss what is latitude is and what is longitude and why it is useful to know the longitude 
and latitude of a location. (i.e. Latitude is a series of imaginary horizontal lines (5) that 
describes locations in terms of how far north or south they are from the equator – See 
page 3 of the Superscheme for further information / Longitude is a series of imaginary 
vertical lines (equal) which gives the position east or west of the Prime Meridian, which 
passes through the Royal Observatory in Greenwich, London) Children to explain the 
difference between longitude and latitude.  
 

Lesson 4:  
Work through PowerPoint 2 which links climate to latitude. Children to match different 
locations to different climates – equatorial, tropical, hot desert, temperate & polar. 
(Activity Sheet 6) 
 

Lesson 5:  
Look at the following website  https://24timezones.com/#/map and write down the time 
in London, New York and Tokyo. Discuss why all the times are different by linking time to 
longitude. This will make a discussion about what makes night and day.  
 

Lesson 6:  
Children to apply knowledge by reading a description of where a visitor would like to go 
with regard to climate and/or landmark – The child must then find an appropriate place in 
America for that person to visit and work out the difference in time from the UK.  

Building on Prior Learning: In the 
Urban, Rural & Coastal Towns Y1 
Unit, the children learnt what the 
word rural means, which was 
explored further in Y5.  In 
Investigating the UK Y1 Unit, the 
children learnt about mountains 
and rivers in the UK. In 
investigating the UK Y3 & Y5 
Units, the children learnt about 
counties, boroughs and towns.   
 

Lesson 1:  
Look at a map of the UK. 
Introduce reading of an OS map 
8 figure grid reference. Where 
is the Lake District? What 
country, what county, what 
borough? Why is this area 
called the Lake District? Look at 
a map with a focus on lakes 
and rivers that are in the lake 
district.  
 

Lesson 2 & 3:  
Following the journey of a river 
& label the different parts of a 
river. 
 

Lesson 4:  
Investigate why a river is 
important to society.  
 

Lesson 5 (Longer Lesson):  
Look at a map of the lake 
district with a focus on 
mountains and the height of 
the land. What mountains are 
in the lake district?   
How are mountains formed? 
(Super Schemes Mountains and 
Volcanoes – See video)  
 

Lesson 6:  
How do the mountains in the 
lake district compare to other 
mountains in the UK? Show 
these on a map of the UK.  
 

(Visit to Low Bank Ground – 
Reading a Map) 



 
 

Year 
6 

Extreme Earth - SS372TR Looking at the World  Investigating World Cities – London - SS423RC 

 Building on Prior Learning: In Where Food Comes from Y4 Unit, the children learnt the 
effect that natural disasters has on crops and food supply business. In Climates & 
Biomes Y4 Unit, the children learnt about the climate of different areas across the 
world and the impact that this has on the vegetation and animals that live there. They 
also learnt about Global Warming.  In Weather Y1 Unit, the children learnt about 
weather in the UK. In Antarctica Y2 Unit the children learnt about the effects of global 
warming. In the Lake District Y5 Unit, the children learnt about both the importance 
and dangers of rivers/water and how mountains grow.   Investigating Our World Y2 
Unit – In this unit the children learnt about the 7 continents and 5 oceans. 
 

Lesson 1:  
Investigate with the children what a volcano is and where they can found in 
the world? Map out some well-known volcanoes on a map of the world.  
 
 
 
Lesson 2: Learn how and why a volcano is formed. (Earth’s Core)  
Label the inside of a volcano.  
 
 
Lesson 3: Watch a video clip of a volcanic eruption. Learn what happens 
when a volcano erupts.  
 
Lesson 4: Investigate what effect does and volcanic eruption have on the 
land and the lives of people? 
 

Lessons 5 & 6: Look at a map of where the tectonic plates are and show on 
a map. Talk about what Earthquakes are and what causes these. On a world 
map identify where Earthquakes are more likely to happen. Use the 8 points 
of a compass to locate.   
 

Lesson 6: Learn about why tsunamis happen and investigate the effect 
these have on the land and the lives of people.  
 

Lessons 7 & 8: Look into extreme weather and the causes of such weather – 
What effect does this weather have on the land and people’s lives.  
(Visit to a Weather Station) 
 

Big Write Link:  
Explanation Text – How tsunamis are caused. 
Informative Leaflet – Extreme Weather. 
Newspaper Report – Tsunami 200. 
Recount of watching a volcano erupt  

Building on Prior Learning:  Investigating Our World Y2 Unit – In 
this unit the children learnt about the 7 continents and 5 
oceans. They also learnt about the Equator and the Southern 
Hemisphere and Northern Hemispheres. Looking at Europe Y3 
Unit – Labelling the top 10 most popular destinations in Europe 
and their capital cities. Living in the Freezer & Kenya Y2 Units, 
In these units the children learnt about the position of Kenya on 
a World Map and the Antarctica. investigating longitude & 
latitude Y5 Unit, the children learnt about the location of North 
& South America.  
 

Lesson 1:  
Look at a map of the world and label the 20 largest 
countries with regard to population. Look at a 
population map to identify where the population of the 
UK differs to the rest of the world. Identify which 
climate zone each country spans.  
 

Lesson 2:  
Using an atlas, find the capital cities and national flags of 
the 20 countries identified in Lesson 1.  
 

Lesson 3:  
Discuss other ways which countries could be 
categorised– i.e. Landmass, Net Worth, Climate etc. 
Study charts and graph to support with this 
categorisation and finding facts about these different 
countries.  
 

Lessons 4 & 5:  
Ask the children to produce a presentation on World 
Countries to showcase their geographical location/place 
knowledge.  
 
 
 
 
  

Building on Prior Learning: In Investigating the UK Y1, Y3 & Y5 Units, the 
children learnt about urban areas and the importance of a town. They also 
learnt about counties, boroughs, town and cities. They also labelled where 
London was on the map and that this is the capital city of England. In Y5, the 
children looked at the population of London and the UK in south.  
 

Lesson 1:  
Look at a map of the UK and recap the location of London in the UK – 
What country, what county, what borough is London in? What do we 
know about towns/cities (Prior Learning) – i.e. What amenities would 
you except London to have? When learning about population in Year 5 
in the UK, what did you learn about London? (Prior Learning) Clarify 
the difference between a city and a city.  
 

Lesson 2:  
Look at an Ordnance Survey/Street Map of London. Use this map to 
clarify what features/amenities this has and write the 8-point grid 
reference of this i.e. theatres, Euston train station, shopping centre, 
Buckingham Palace, River Thames, House of Parliament, Parking, 
Cathedral etc.  
 

Lesson 3:  
From the list created in lesson 2, identify whether these are human or 
physical features.  
 

Lesson 4:  
Discuss how London has changed overtime? i.e. Increase n buildings, 
population, transport, tourism etc. Look at an aerial map of before an 
after to show the growth of this city.  
 

Lesson 5:  
Discuss in detail the importance of the River Thames to London.  
 

Lessons 6:  
Talk about the use of the underground in London and how this 
supports with people getting about and reducing the amount of traffic 
travelling through London. Look at a transport tube map of London 
and ask the child to map a route from Euston to a station in London.  
 

(Visit to London – Reading a Map) 
 

Big Write Link:  
Tourist Leaflet about London 
Recount of the visit 
Non-Chronological Report about Human Features in London.   
 


