
Hindsford Primary School – Progression in Skills for Music 
 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Listen & Appraise: 
(Link with KS1 NC: Listen 
with concentration and 
understanding to a range of 
high-quality live and 
recorded Music). 
 

(Link with KS2 NC: Listen 
with attention to detail and 
recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory.) 
 

(Link with KS2 NC: 
Appreciate and understand 
a wide range of high-quality 
live and recorded music 
drawn from different 
traditions and from great 
composers and musicians). 
 

(Link with KS2 NC: develop 
an understanding of the 
history of music). 

-Listen to music from different styles, 
traditions and times.  
Y1 = Specific Units on: Old School Hip Hop, Latin & 
Reggae 
Y2 = Specific Units on: South African Music, Rock & The 
Beatles 

-Listen with concentration to a variety of music from 
different styles, traditions and times.  
Y3 = Specific units on: Music Around the World & Disco 
Y4 = Specific Units on: Pop (Abba) & Gospel  
-Carry out research into song writers’ overtime and 
discuss the influence that their work had on society.  

-Listen intently to a variety of music from different 
styles, traditions and times.  
Y5 = Specific units on: Rock & Pop Ballads 
Y4 = Specific Units on: Motown & Jazz  
-Carry out research into classical composers’ 
overtime and explain the influence that their work 
had on society. 
- Carry out research into film score composers’ 
and explain the impact that their work had in the 
movie industry.  

-Learn where on a timeline the style of music 
that they are learning about is positioned.  

-With support of the class teacher, place the style of 
music that they are learning about on a timeline.  

-Via research, place on a timeline the style of 
music that they are learning about.  

-Express how the music makes them feel by 
talking about their likes and dislikes of the 
music. 
-When discussing a piece of music, refer to 
the pulse and rhythm of this music.  

-Express the composer’s intention with regard to 
how they want the listener to feel. Explain what 
makes you think this by referring to the pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, dynamics and tempo of this music.   
 

-Express the composer’s intention with regard to 
how they want the listener to feel. Explain why 
you think this by referring to the pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, dynamics and tempo, timbre and texture of 
this music.   

-Recognise some obvious instruments that 
they can hear in the music. 
 

- Identify a range of instruments they can hear in the 
music and discuss how these are used.  
 

-Identify a range instruments they can hear in the 
music and discuss the reason why the composer 
has chosen to use these instruments linked to the 
intention.  

-Have a basic understanding of how a song is 
put together by a verse and chorus. 
 

-Have a developing understanding of how a song is 
put together: intro, verse, chorus, pre-chorus and 
instrumental solo.  

-Have a secure understanding of how a song is put 
together: intro, verse, chorus, pre-chorus and 
instrumental solo, instrumental solo & bridge.  

Singing & Performing 
(Link with KS1 NC: Use their 
voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and 
rhymes). 
 

(Link with KS2 NC: Play and 
perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, using 
their voices with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control 
and expression.) 
  

- Sing simple songs from memory in an 
ensemble following the tune (melody) well. 

- Sing songs in an ensemble from memory with 
accurate pitch and in tune.  

- Sing songs from memory both in an ensemble 
and alone (solo) with accurate pitch and in tune. 

-Try to sing each word clearly.  
 

-Understand the importance of pronouncing the 
words in a song well. 

-Show control in voice and pronounce the words 
in a song clearly (diction). 
- Breathe well. 

-Discover how to use the voice to create loud  
  and soft sounds and understand what mood  
  this can create.  
-Understand the impact that singing at 
different speeds can have on the mood of the 
song.   

-Explore the meaning of the lyrics in a song so that it 
can be sung with feeling and emotion by: 
• Selecting the appropriate tempo and pitch to 

sing the song in. 
• Using dynamics in their voice during the song to 

create mood.   

-Perform songs in a way that reflects there 
meaning and sing with expression and emotion 
using a variety of techniques.  

- Follow the conductor to help sing in time 
with others. 

-Sing with control and awareness of what others are 
singing. 

- Sing a harmony with others.  
- Maintain own part in a round.   



 
 
 
 
 

Playing Instruments & 
Performing 
(Link with KS1 NC: Play 
tuned and untuned 
instruments musically) 
 

(Link with KS2 NC: Use and 
understand staff and other 
musical notations.) 
 

(Link with KS2 NC: Play and 
perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts playing 
musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency 
and control) 
 

-Follow a simple pattern on a tuned (one 
note) or untuned percussion instrument made 
from crochet, quavers and a crochet rest. For 
Example:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

-Follow a pattern on a tuned instrument made 
from crochet, quavers, minims, crochet rests and 
minim rests that is written on a music grid. For 
Example: 
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-Follow a pattern on a tuned instrument made from 
crochet, quavers, minims, semi-breves, crochet 
rests, minim rests and semi-breve rests that is 
written on a stave. For Example:  
 
 
 
               E     D     C      C      E     D       C 
 
 

 
 

-Name different percussion instruments 
(tuned and untuned) and learn how to play 
some of these correctly.  
 

-Name different string and woodwind instruments 
and learn how to play the ukulele (Year 3) and 
recorder (Year 4) within these groups. 

-Name instruments in the string, woodwind, 
percussion and brass families and learn how to play 
the keyboard (Year 5) and guitar (Year 6). 

- Follow the conductor to help play in time 
with others. 

-Play with control and awareness of what others 
are playing. 

-Follow different parts in Music when playing 
together.  

Improvisation  
(Link with KS2 NC: 
Improvise music for a range 
of purposes using the inter 
related dimensions of 
music.) 

--- -Improvise by clapping, singing or playing a simple 
rhythm during a piece of music, which can be 
repeated by the class.  
 

-Improvise by clapping, singing or playing a more 
complex rhythm (including more notes and a 
variety of note lengths) during a piece of music that 
can be repeated by the class.  

Composition 
(Link with KS1 NC: 
Experiment with, create, 
select and combine sounds 
using the inter-related 
dimensions of Music. 
 

(Link with KS2 NC: Use and 
understand staff and other 
musical notations.) 
 

-Compose a simple rhythm by organising 
musical notations into a grid and then 
clapping or playing this back on a percussion 
instrument.  
 
 

-Compose a tune by building up four bars of 
rhythms on a grid, using some different musical 
notations and pitched notes.  

-Compose a tune by building up four bars of 
rhythms on a grid, using a range of different musical 
notations and pitched notes. 

 



Inter-Related Dimensions 
 
PULSE: The steady beat of a piece of a piece of music. 
 
PITCH: The melody and the way the notes change from low to high and vice versa.  
 
RHYTHM: When long and short sounds are put together to create a rhythm.  
 
DYNAMICS: Loud and soft sounds.  
 
TEMPO: Fast and slow.   
 
TIMBRE: The type of sound - Whisper/Hum/Sing/Talk (Examples with the Voice) or Twinkly/Hard/Soft (Examples with Instruments). 
 
TEXTURE: Layers of sound - (Number of Instruments or Voices Playing Together). 
 
STRUCTURE: The way the Music is laid out – e.g. Verse, Chorus, Verse. 
 


