
 

Hindsford CE Primary School    

Name of Policy: Geography 2018 

Statement of Intent:  At Hindsford, Geography will help pupils develop an awareness of their locality 

and its influence on people`s lives and ultimately people`s effect on the environment. We will investigate 

seasonal changes, contrasting climates and the effect of weather. Geography is taught through fieldwork, 

secondary sources ie:  maps, photographs and Computing. 

The Aims of Teaching Geography 
 To develop children`s geographical knowledge and understanding. 

 To develop the skills of geographical enquiry by asking questions and recording in different ways. 

 To develop children`s use of geographical language. 

  To develop map work skills, including reading, drawing and interpreting maps and plans. 

 To develop observational skills, identifying similarities and differences. 

 To develop an awareness of their locality and contrasting localities further away. 
This will be achieved by teaching Key Stages 1 and 2 by following the guidelines set out in the Foundation 
Stage curriculum.  

 
Roles and Responsibilities 
The Head teacher will be responsible for: 

 Feedback to the governors on monitoring undertaken by the subject co-ordinator; 

 Supporting the Geography co-ordinator; 

 Allocating the budget 
 

The Geography co-ordinator will be responsible for: 

 Reviewing and updating the Geography policy and scheme of work in order to ensure progression 
and continuity in Geography throughout the school. 

 Monitoring progress in Geography and advise the headteacher on any action needed. 

 Purchasing Geography resources (overseen by the Head teacher) 

 Auditing and organising Geography resources 

 Offering support and advice on possible teaching activities to all staff. 
 

Teachers will be responsible for: 

 Including effective Geography teaching activities in their medium term planning; 

 Assessing pupils against the Key Skills laid out for each level. 

 Informing the Geography co-ordinator of any resources required for their particular class 

 
Programmes of Study 
Key Stage 1 
During Key Stage 1 pupils learn about Geography from the world around us. They listen and respond to 
Geography lessons, map work, field trips and ground work. They use all these sources of information to 
help them ask and answer questions. They use the primary resources available to help them understand 
the world around them around them. They should start to use common words and phrases relating to 
Geography  



 
Key Stage 2 
During Key Stage 2 pupils learn about significant Places around the world. They learn about change and 
continuity in their own area. They look at Geography in a variety of ways, for example from environmental 
, technological and scientific, social, and sustainability  They use different sources of information to help 
them investigate all areas of Geography and in overview, Geographical  vocabulary to describe events and 
developments.. 

 
Teaching and Learning 
Geography teaching focuses on enabling children to think as Geographers. We place an emphasis on Eco 
Friendly and caring for our environment.  In each key stage we give children the opportunity to visit sites 
that are local and of Geographical significance. We encourage visitors to come into the school and talk 
about their experiences. We recognize and value the importance Geography and environmental teaching 
and we regard this as an important way of stimulating interest. We focus on helping children understand 
the world around us and that they should always ask searching questions, such as why are we building 
here? Can that be recycled? 
 
We recognise the fact that in all classes there are children of widely-different abilities in Geography and we 
seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the 
ability of the child. We achieve this by: 

 setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 

 setting tasks of increasing difficulty. Not all children complete all tasks; 

 grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability group; 

 providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child; 

 using classroom assistants to support children individually or in groups. 
 
 
Planning of Geography 
We use the Planning bee for Geography as the basis for our curriculum planning in Geography. We ensure 
that there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit 
and we build planned progression into the scheme of work so that the children are increasingly challenged 
as they move up through the school. 
 
We carry out curriculum planning in Geography in two phases (long-term and medium-term). The long-
term plan maps the Geography topics studied in each term during each key stage; the Geography subject 
leader works this out in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group and the children study 
Geography topics in conjunction with other subjects, especially in understanding the world in EYFS and Key 
Stage 1. Some topics have a particular focus and in Key Stage 2 we place an increasing emphasis on 
independent Geographical study. We teach the knowledge, skills and understanding through the 
corresponding programme of study. 
 
As the basis for our medium-term plans, we use the Planning Bee and select appropriate objectives that 
relate to the Geography topic. These plans list the specific learning objectives of each lesson. The class 
teacher keeps these individual plans, although s/he and the Geography subject leader often discuss them 
on an informal basis. 
 

Equal opportunities, Special Needs and Racial Equality 
All children should have equal access to the Geography curriculum in line with the School’s Equal 
Opportunities Policy, Special Needs Policy and Racial Equality Policy. Teachers can aim to provide effective 
learning opportunities for all pupils by: 



 setting suitable learning challenges 

 responding to pupils’ diverse learning, religious and cultural needs 

 overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils. 
If necessary, the SENCO and the Geography co-ordinator will advise teachers on teaching activities relevant 
to pupils with special educational needs including able pupils. 
 

Assessment 
Foundation Stage pupils are assessed through the Foundation Stage profiles. In Key Stage 1 and 2, 
assessments are prepared within each topic against the geographical skills covered. We will identify pupils 
working below, at and above expected levels in each year group. 
 

Monitoring Standards and Achievement 
In a termly review, the standards and achievement of the pupils will be monitored to judge how well the 
pupils are progressing. 
These assessments will be collected by the Subject lead. 
Achievement will be evaluated on the basis of whether the pupils are learning to their full capabilities. 
Monitoring will be undertaken in the following ways: 
1. analysing the pupils’ work 
2. talking with the pupils 
3. lesson observations 
4. talking with teachers and looking at short and medium term plans. 
 

The Contribution of Geography to Other Subjects 
Literacy 
Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of Literacy in our school by actively promoting the skills 
of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in Literacy are Geographical in 
nature. 
 

Mathematics 
Geography teaching contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways. Children learn to use 
Maps and learn about distance. Children learn to interpret information presented in graphical or 
diagrammatic form. 
 

Information Technology (IT)/Computing 
We use IT/Computing in Geography teaching where appropriate and we meet the statutory requirement 
for children to use IT/Computing as part of their work in Geography at Key Stage 2. Children use IT in 
Geography to enhance their skills in data handling and in presenting work, and they research information 
using the Internet. Children have the opportunity to use the digital camera/I-pads to record and use 
photographic images Plus the use of Google maps. 
 

Personal, Social and Health education (PSHE) and Citizenship 
Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health education. 
Children develop self-confidence by having opportunities to explain their views on a number of social 
questions such as how our environment effect our daily life. They discover how to be active citizens in a 
Eco School. By preserving, recycling and looking after our local environment they have a wider vision of the 
need to care for our planet. 
 
 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development 
When teaching Geography, we contribute to the children’s spiritual development. We provide children 
with the opportunity to discuss and questions or what is right and wrong, when studying topics such as the 



Rain forest. Children learn about the role of each country attitude to their environment and climate and 
how it has changed over time. The Geography programme of study enables children to understand that 
Britain’s rich heritage and fertile land can be further enriched by Britain’s multi-cultural society and a 
positive attitude to the environment. 
 

Monitor and Review 
The Geography policy is reviewed on a regular basis as part of our ongoing curriculum monitoring 
programme unless national initiatives deem it necessary to review it earlier. Governors will work alongside 
the co-ordinator to ensure the policy is being followed to successfully deliver the planned outcomes. 
 
Reviewed January 2018 
Mrs Chapman 


